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Acknowledgement of Country

The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development acknowledges the traditional custodians
throughout Western Australia and their continuing connection to the land, waters and community. We pay

our respects to all members of the Aboriginal community and their cultures; and to Elders both past and
present.




Webinar agenda

WAOs cl i mate outl ook.
lan Foster. DPIRD Principal Research Scientist

Spring and summer invertebrates.
Svetlana Micic. DPIRD Senior Research Scientist

Spring diseases and preparing for next season.
Geoff Thomas. DPIRD Principal Research Scientist

Question and Answer session.




Outline

A Recap of seasonal climate to date
A Sea surface temperature outlooks
A Seasonal climate outlook for the rest of 2025.
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Rainfall 2025 to date
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May was dry, so a late start to the growing season in many areas.
Wetter for the latter part of the season.
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Agricultural area rainfall
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Soil water

Root zone soil moisture (percentile rank)
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Seasonal temperature
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Ocean temperatures

Sea surface temperature anomaly: 01/09/2025 to 30/09/2025
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Indian Ocean Dipole T negative phase
Eastern tropical Pacific is cooling
Weak La Nina event could develop.
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Sea surface temperature prediction

Difference from average sea surface temperature forecast for
November 2025 to January 2026
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November rain outlook 2025

i Y
Chance of exceeding the median rainfall for November 2025 Rainfall 12 Oct — 25 Oct 19 Oct—1 Nov November December N
p{.?"!\’_.’\ W\ |
Summary o e
%
- L
i Al f] S
"é Chance of above median R — Ty,
W L]
& Chance of extremes |
e } Meekatharra, 800
03 OQutlook scenarios
= 600
{65 & o — 1
k= 75% 505 25% | Kaber 400
60 = :
c T
B - 300
—55 'E Chance of at least + Geraldto -
150 o ¥ 200 E
e Chance of 3-day totals . £
45 3 100 =
[u} s m
— L x ) ~ J i B . =
02 Historical averages urien B Dalwallinu, 150 E
o Kalgoorlie L
g * 125
_‘C% Past accuracy Southern Cross,
(9]
—1 10
Temperature Pertin L Ll
Mandura
’* Narrugin. 11
Bunbury 0
Katanning —
Margaret River —*gyzselton - EpEIEEE -
- -
Bridgetown !
www.bom.gov.au/climate Model: ACCESS-52 Model run: 05/10/2025 _ T Alban
© Commonwealth of Australia 2025, Australian Bureau of Meteorclogy Base period: 1981-2018 Issued: Map not issued IDCKOATCO2 ~ Y Issued: 9 October 2025

Issued 9 Oct 2025

lan.Foster@dpird.wa.gov.au; Map source: Bureau of Meteorology.




Seasonal rain outlook 2025

Chances of exceeding median rainfall
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Temperatures
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Take home messages

Summer rainfall 2024/25 was mixed across the agricultural region.

First half of the growing season 2025 was drier than normal.
Second half was wetter than normal.
Rain outlooks for the rest of 2025 are mostly neutral for WA.

Summer 2025/26 is likely to be warmer than normal.

lan.Foster@dpird.wa.gov.au IA



Spring and summer
Invertebrates growers need to
watch out for




Spring Pests

Native budworm Diamondback moth

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au; Image source: DPIRD.



Trapping network for native budworm

https://cesaraustralia.shinyapps.io/MothTrapVisWA/
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Native budworm flights T June 2025
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Native budworm flights
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Native budworm flights 1T August 2025
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Native budworm flights - September 2025
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Native budworm flights - October 2025

https://cesaraustralia.shinyapps.io/MothTrapVisWA/
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Does this mean more caterpillars?

https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/online  -tools/pestfacts -wa/pestfacts -wa-map/
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Monitor for native budworm

A Sweep netting.

A Feeding damage can still occur
to crops after desiccation or
swathing.

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au; Image source: DPIRD.




Thresholds for budworm

MyPestGuide CropScout app

« App Store

CropSout

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au



Thresholds for native budworm

https://library.dpird.wa.gov.au/fc_factsheets/57/

Thresholds at pod ripening, based on $10/ha control

Commodity No. caterpillars |Based on grain
per 10 sweeps |price per tonne

Field peas 1 $300
Chickpeas 1 $420
Faba beans 1 $280
Lentils 1 $520
Canola 2-3 $700
Lupins 4 $350

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au; Table and image source: DPIRD.



Spraying for native budworm

A Consider withholding periods.

A Beneficials chemical toxicity table.

https://cesaraustralia.com/resources/beneficials-toxicity-table/

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au; Image source: DPIRD.
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Diamondback moth flight movement

Diamondback moth Diamondback moth Delta trap
caterpillar

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au; Image source: DPIRD. l‘
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Spring aphids

Canola aphids

Turnip aphid
(Lipaphis erysimi)

Cabbage aphid
(Brevicoryne brassicae)

Green peach aphid
~ | (Myzus persicae)

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au; Image source: DPIRD.

Cereal aphids

Corn aphid
(Rhopalosiphum maids)

Russian wheat aphid
(Diuraphis noxia)

Oat aphid
(Rhopalosiphum padi)



Minimising snail iIssues at harvest

Snails are only an issue in some parts of the Budget for cleaning. Cost calculators available
port zones. at; https://scfarmers.org.au/resources/

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au l‘



Monitoring for 2026 now

Desiantha weevil

Small conical snalil
Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au; Image source: DPIRD. I



Monitoring for 2026 now

A Weeds are a host for next
year 0s pest s.

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au; Image source: DPIRD.



Another hot, dry summer? 2026 risk?

A Russian wheat aphid (RWA) will survive on native grasses.

APests that dondt persist in abs:
diamondback moths.

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au IA



Take home messages

A Monitor for Native Budworm and use thresholds.
A Budget to clean grain.
A Plan for 2026 by monitoring now for pests.

A Native budworm flights into broadacre regions of WA will likely be
earlier than June 2026.

A Expect minimal green bridge over summer, not going to affect
RLEM, slugs & snails, weevils, RWA

Svetlana.Micic@dpird.wa.gov.au IA



Diseases In 2025 and
preparing for 2026
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New virulence 1 Barley scald

Laperouse Neo CL Maximus CL

Lower Great Southern region i 2025.

Geoff.J.Thomas@dpird.wa.gov.au; Image source: DPIRD. IA



