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Wildlife Animal Ethics Committee (WAEC)
Annual Progress Report 
Guidance
Wildlife Animal Ethics Committee (WAEC) approval for projects is granted for up to four (4) years, with the possibility of a one (1) year extension, if justified. As a requirement under the Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (8th Edition 2013, updated 2021), the Chief Investigator must provide the AEC with an annual report for an approved project regardless of the duration of AEC approval for the project (S 2.4.34i). This Annual Progress Report (APR) fulfills this purpose for the WAEC.  
The Code (S 2.3.2iii) requires an AEC to conduct follow up review of approved projects and activities and it may suspend approval for those projects that are ethically unacceptable and do not conform to the Code. AECs are required to monitor the care and use of animals by inspecting animals, animal housing and the conduct of procedures, and / or reviewing records and reports (S2.3.17). Many of the projects approved by the WAEC are undertaken in remote and restricted access locations, so monitoring of animals, procedures and animal housing through site inspection is often difficult and impractical. The APR is an important part of the WAEC’s responsibility to monitor approved projects and fulfill their obligations under the Code
Information in the APR allows the WAEC to assess whether the project is ethically acceptable and complies with the Code.  Information is sought on the progress being made each year against the aims set, any challenges or animal welfare issues encountered, and any changes to approved protocols.  It also offers the opportunity for the WAEC to provide feedback and suggestions on the animal welfare aspects of the project. A project must also demonstrate its value to ensure the potential effects on the wellbeing of animals are justified (S 1.5 – 1.7).  
1) An APR is required within 30 days following the yearly anniversary of the project’s commencement date as indicated in the original approval permit. The final year APR should be submitted just prior to the Project Completion Report.
2) The APR is not the same as the Annual Animal Use Report which institutions are required to forward to the DPIRD Scientific Licencing Unit to meet licencing requirements. This is due in January – March of each year.
3) If no animal use for scientific purposes occurred during this reporting period, Section 2 must explain why.
4) The WAEC members and staff are bound by a Deed of Confidentiality and all information received by the WAEC is treated confidentially and not passed onto third parties.
Please email the completed form to wildlifeaec@dpird.wa.gov.au. This report will be reviewed at the next available WAEC meeting.

1. Project Details
	1. [bookmark: _Ref254015970][bookmark: _Ref254601791]Current WAEC approval number:   
	WAEC XX-XX-XX   

	2. Project title:  
	

	3. Chief Investigator (CI):
	

	4. Organisation:
	

	5. Contact:
	Phone:                                             
	Email:

	6. Project approval period:
	Date from – Date to

	7. This reporting period:
(The last 12-month period prior to the anniversary of approved commencement date)
	Date from – Date to

	
	Progress report for Year   


	1 ☐    2 ☐   3   ☐   4  ☐  5  ☐


2. Nil Return
	[bookmark: _Hlk218075859]Is this a Nil Return for this reporting period (i.e. no scientific use of animals)?          Yes ☐     No ☐

	If YES, please provide details of why no animals were used over the last 12 months, then complete section 7. 

	




3. Progress Report
	Progress over the last 12 months against project aims: 

	List the aims of the project and provide a summary of the outcomes for each of the aims over the last 12 months of the project. 
Information provided in this section should assist the WAEC in assessing how well the project delivered against the aims and objectives within the current reporting year and provide a summary of what has been learnt during the last 12 months.  Under the Code, a project must demonstrate its value to ensure the potential effects on the wellbeing of animals is justified. Outcomes should provide a summary of results, evidence of what has been achieved and how the data collected has or will contribute to the understanding of the species, systems or impacts you are investigating.  




	Aims:

	· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

	Please provide a summary of the results and outcomes over the last 12 months and how they contributed to the aims:

	



	List any other information obtained or achievements for the project during this reporting period:

	



	List and attach publications / reports derived from this project over the last 12 months (all information received is treated confidentially and not shared outside the WAEC):

	





4. Amendments and Adverse Events
	Were any amendments approved in the last 12 months?                             
Yes  ☐                       No   ☐

	If YES, please list all amendments below (insert additional rows as required).
NOTE: The WAEC only accepts four (4) Major amendments for the life of an approved project. If additional Major amendments are required a new project application (NPA) will need to be prepared.

Please list the total major amendments approved to date: ________



	Change requested (brief description)
	Date
	Major / Minor / Zero

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Were any adverse events reported in the last 12 months?                                      Yes  ☐                        No  ☐

	If YES, please provide a brief description of the adverse event and date reported to WAEC (insert additional rows as required).

	Date reported
	Description

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	If YES, please advise what changes have been made to the project to avoid a re-occurrence of the event(s):

	






5. Wellbeing of animals
	Was the wellbeing of animals consistent with that anticipated in the proposal?  Yes  ☐     No  ☐

	Were any improvements to methods considered:

	Reduction alternatives: methods for obtaining comparable levels of information from the use of fewer animals in scientific procedures or for obtaining more information from the same number of animals. 
Briefly describe what additional steps to reduce animal use, if any, were considered / implemented over the last 12 months.


Refinement alternatives: methods that alleviate or minimise potential pain and distress and enhance animal wellbeing. 
Briefly describe what additional steps to alleviate or minimise potential pain or distress, if any, were considered / implemented over the last 12 months.



Replacement alternatives: methods that permit a given purpose of an activity or project to be achieved without the use of animals. 
Briefly describe what additional steps to replace the use of animals, if any, were considered / implemented over the last 12 months.







6. Annual Animal Use Report Form
Has the most recent Annual Animal Use Report (AAUR) been completed and sent to the DPIRD Scientific Licencing Unit?              Yes ☐     No ☐  

7. Declaration
	Declaration

	I, the Chief Investigator for this project, declare that the information in this report is true and correct, and the project was conducted in accordance with the approved protocol and all relevant legislation including the current edition of the Australian Code for the Care and Use of animals for Scientific Purposes.

	
Name: 

Signature:

Date:



8. WAEC Decision
	The Annual Progress Report has been considered by the WAEC and is:

	Approved
	☐
	Further information required
	☐
	Project should be suspended / discontinued (circle)
	☐
	WAEC comments and details of further information required:



	Name of WAEC Chair
	

	Signature of Chair
	

	Date
	



Disclaimer 
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 
Copyright © State of Western Australia (Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development), 2025.
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