DPRFS Final Report Purpose

* indicates a required field

The purpose of this Final Report is to summarise the Recognised Biosecurity Group's (RBG)
achievements during 2023-24, including the activities undertaken and funding expended for
purposes as detailed in the RBG's Funding Agreement.

Reporting submitted to the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development
(DPIRD), pursuant to section 170 of the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007,
must be published on DPIRD's electronic website. For enquiries regarding this report, please
contact the Funding Schemes Team on talkingrbg@dpird.wa.gov.au.

Consent Privacy

Privacy Statement

Information provided by Recipients or collected by DPIRD in relation to the project, may be
used in the administration of this Funding Scheme and in the acceptance of this report.
Any information provided (personal, financial or otherwise) will be solely used for this
purpose of this Funding Scheme.

DPIRD will adhere to the legislative requirements of the Biosecurity and Agriculture
Management Act 2007, and the Privacy Act 1988 (cth) when storing information provided by
Recipients or collected by DPIRD in relation to this Final Report.

DPIRD is also subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1992 and documents in our
possession are subject to these provisions.

I confirm that | have read and understood the Privacy Statement and | consent to

and authorise such uses and disclosures *
® Yes

Recipient Details

* indicates a required field

RBG Name
Meekatharra Rangelands Biosecurity Association
This question is read only.

Contact Name *
Miss Margi Weir

Position *
Executive Officer

Phone Number *
0408 210 285
Must be an Australian phone number.
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Email *
eo@mrba.asn.au

Must be an email address.

Funded Activities Budget

* indicates a required field

Funded Activities

The table below details the activities outlined in your DPRFS Application Form and/or

Funding Agreement.

Please provide an Activity Update and include any additional activities undertaken, which
were not detailed in your DPRFS Application Form or Funding Agreement.

If you have undertaken additional activities or had a variation approved for revised funded
activities, please add rows as required.

Activity

Activity Measure

Final Activity Update

Name of program, e.g. Wild Dog
Program. What activities will be
undertaken, e.g. trapping, bait-
ing, aerial culls.

How will success of the activity
be measured, e.g. an increased
survival rate of calves.

e.g. how many baiting days
were completed, how many
baits or traps laid, number of
dogs destroyed.

Communication & Communi-
ty Engagement

Activities including Annual
General Meeting, quarterly
Newsletter, website updates
as required, and landholder
information and training ses-
sions.

The Annual General Meet-
ing was held in Meekathar-
ra on Tuesday 17th October
2023. Ten people were in at-
tendance, and twelve lodged
apologies.

On the same day, the Com-
mittee of Management also
held their meeting.

The following February the
MRBA held their second Com-
mittee of Management meet-
ing for the 2023/2024 finan-
cial year. This was on Tues-
day 12th February.
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Wild Dog Program

Activities include ground and
aerial baiting, trapping, and
shooting.

Measures include the num-
ber of traps and baits laid,
areas in which baits are laid
and animals culled, and feed-
back received from Licensed
Pest Management Techni-
cians and landholders.

Two bait rack programs were
conducted during 2023/2024.

The first was in Spring 2023
and saw 12.94 tonnes of bait
meat processed at 7 bait
rack days across the MRBA
region.

The second was in Autumn
2024 when 9.94 tonnes of
bait meat was processed
and distributed at 6 bait rack
days.

The MRBA employs 8 con-
tract LPMTs who cover 10
contracts across the region.
A total of 251 wild dogs were
destroyed under this pro-
gram in the 2023/2024 year.
The attached file (Compiled
Dogger Reports Yearly To-
tals) shows the breakdown
of dogs and other vermin de-
stroyed by our LPMTs. Note
that this file also shows ad-
ditional figures from LPMTs
who are employed under the
Wild Dog Action Plan funding
program.
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Large Feral Herbivore Pro-
gram

Pests including feral camels,
donkeys and horses.

Activities include aerial
shooting.

Measures include the num-
ber of shoots per annum and
animals culled, and feedback
received from landholders.

In October 2023 the MRBA
contracted DPIRD's Invasive
Species staff to conduct an
aerial cull of Large Feral Her-
bivores in the northern part
of the MRBA. Over 4.5 days
they destroyed 1,648 don-
keys, 90 camels and 186 wild
horses.

This was the first aerial cull
since 2019, as internal DPIRD
issues prevented a cull from
being conducted as planned
in 2022. This meant a lapse
of 4 years between culls, dur-
ing which time LFH popula-
tions had built up significant-
ly.

Following the Oct 2023 cull,
landholders reported that
there were still very large
LFH populations in the area,
indicating that there is def-
inite need for a subsequent
follow-up cull in 2024.

Plant Pest Program

Plant pests including Parkin-
sonia, Mesquite, and Cactus.

Activities include providing
information to landholders
about plant pests and meth-
ods of control and eradica-
tion.

Measures include feedback
from landholders.

The MRBA does not have any
funds available for the con-
trol of declared pest plants.

A report from a member of
the public citing a population
of Cylindropuntia fulgida var
mamillata near Mt Magnet
was subsequently found to
be under the jurisdiction of
Main Roads. Despite repeat-
ed attempts to engage with
Main Roads on this, that de-
partment remained uncoop-
erative.

A member of MRBA reported
a population of cactus at the
Mt Seabrook mine site. Infor-
mation on managing cactus
was provided to that mem-
ber.

Please upload any relevant documents to support the achievement of Funded

Activities

Filename: 2023 2024 Compiled Dogger Reports Yearly Totals.pdf

File size: 130.2 kB
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Including minutes from meetings, photographs, social media posts etc. Please note the Annual Report
upload is requested below.

Budget (GST Exclusive)

The table below details the anticipated expenditure included in the budget section of your
DPRFS Application Form.

Please complete the Actual Expenditure column to detail the actual values which have
been expended on funded activities.

Please only include funding from the Declared Pest Rate and State matched funding.
All amounts should be GST exclusive.

Please do not add commas to figures - e.g., type $1000 not $1,000 - this will ensure your
figures for each table total correctly.

Funded Activity Anticipated Expenditure Actual Expenditure (Ex
(Ex GST) GST)

Name of program, e.g. Wild Dog | Must be a dollar amount. Must be a dollar amount.

Program.

Wild Dog Program $514,309.00 $431,676.55

Large Fertal Herbivore Pro- $61,026.00 $67,448.25

gram

Administration & Gover- $75,000.00 $42,449.37

nance

Budget Totals

The values below are auto calculated based on the values entered in the Budget Table.

Anticipated Expenditure $650,335.0 Actual Expenditure Total $541,574.1
Total (ex GST) 0 (ex GST) 7
This number/ This number/
amount is amount is
calculated. calculated.
Variations

Did you request a variation for delivery of your 2023-24 funded activities? *
O Yes
@® No

Annual Report & Independent Financial Audit

The provision of an Annual Report is necessary to meet the legislative requirements under
the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007.

The provision of an Independently Audited Financial Report is necessary to meet the
legislative requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 2015 and the DPRFS Funding
Agreement.
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The financial statement of income and expenditure in relation to the Funding, certified by an
Independent Financial Auditor and completed to Australian Accounting Standards, including
but not limited to the following:

e the total Declared Pest Account (DPA) Funding received for the financial year.

e any balance brought forward from the previous reporting year, including the intended
purpose for those funds.

e the amount of interest earned by the Recipient on the DPA Funding for the financial
year (if any)

e the amount of DPA Funding spent and unspent in respect of the Funded Activities.

Please upload you 2023-24 Annual Report and Independent Financial Audit using the
appropriate upload options below.

Please upload your 2023-24 Annual Report

Filename: MRBA Annual Report 2023 - 2024.pdf
File size: 799.5 kB
Please upload your 2023-24 Independently Audited Financial Report

Filename: 20241112 _MRBA_DeclaredPestAccount_Acquittal_SIGNED.pdf
File size: 279.3 kB

Please upload your combined 2023-24 Annual Report & Independently Audited
Financial Report
No files have been uploaded

Unspent DPR Funding

Please provide information about any unspent funding in 2023-24.

Unspent funding includes funds which have been transferred to RBGs which have not been
expended in the financial year they were transferred. Unspent funds can be allocated or
unallocated.

The value detailed, should be the same as what is reported in your Independently Audited
Financial Report.

What, if any, was the value of unspent DPR funding from 2023-24 *
$112,837.75
Must be a dollar amount.

Is the unspent value allocated or unallocated? *

Allocated

O Unallocated

O No unspent funds to report

Please note: Allocated unspent funding is funding held by RBGs in their bank account from the prior
financial year which has been allocated to an activity or program. Unallocated unspent funding is
funding held by RBGs in their bank account from the prior financial year which has not been allocated
to an activity or program.

Please provide information about what operational activities the unspent funds
have been allocated to within 2024-25.
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Unspent funds from the 2023-24 budget will be allocated to the following operations in
2024-25:

(a) Large Feral Herbivore aerial cull. Note: this will be an expanded version of the cull
conducted last year, as we need to focus on the Cue region as well as the Meekatharra-New
man region. We are expecting this cull to cost up to $100,000.

(b) Bait Rack Program. Note: As bait meat and the freight required to transport it gets more
expensive, we anticipate greater expenditure for this program. The remaining unspent DPR
funding from 2023-24 of $12,837.75 will be allocated to the Bait Rack Program.

Certification Declaration
* indicates a required field

Declaration

This section must be completed by the Chairperson, or appropriate delegate, on behalf of
the Recipient organisation.

Once this form is submitted via SmartyGrants, it will be deemed as authorised by the below
signatory, despite no signature provided.

By submitting this application, | acknowledge that:

e The information provided in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, accurate
and complete.

e If any personal details of a third party are included, the third party has been made
aware of, and given their permission for, those details to appear in this Final Report.

I Agree *
@® Yes

Name *
Miss Margi Weir

Position *
Executive Officer

Phone Number *
0408 210 285
Must be an Australian phone number.

Email
eo@mrba.asn.au
Must be an email address.

Date *
04/10/2024
Must be a date.
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MEEKATHARRA RANGELANDS BIOSECURITY ASSOCIATION INC
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2023/2024

INTRODUCTION

The Meekatharra Rangelands Biosecurity Association Inc (MRBA) is an industry body with a
membership of all pastoralists in the Shires of Yalgoo, Mount Magnet, Cue and Meekatharra. The
Association is established under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 with a
charter to manage and control declared pests, both animal and plant.

The MRBA Constitution provides for a Management Committee of up to eleven members, with the
responsibility of overseeing the operation of the Association. The Management Committee (with
dates elected) as at the commencement of the November 12, 2024 Annual General Meeting was as
follows:

e Chairman — Liam Johns (2024)

e Vice Chairman — Murray Pens (2024)
e Secretary/Treasurer — Mayne Jenour (2026)
e Ashley Dowden (2024)

e Greg Watters (2024)

e Jarrad Blair (2025)

e Jorgen Jensen (2025)

e Rob Lefroy (2025)

e Corey Folezzani (2025)

e Clyde Hall (2026)

e Angus Nichols (2026)

Meetings of the Management Committee are held twice per year, usually in February and October.
These face-to-face meetings are normally held in Meekatharra.

The Management Committee is supported by a part time Executive Officer who is employed on a
contract basis.

MRBA operations are funded from annual Declared Pest Rates paid by pastoralists, which are
matched by the State Government and also by specific grants from State and Federal NRM
programs, Royalties for Regions and other sources.

The MRBA area covers approximately 184,000 square kilometres and incorporates 93 pastoral
properties. There are also other landholdings with a mix of tenure including mining leases, UCL,
national reserves and indigenous managed pastoral leases.

The following map (Figure 1) shows the extent of the MRBA area.



Figure 1: Map showing MRBA Area of Operation

Note: Land tenure changes may have occurred since this map was developed.



GENERAL OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The main focus of the MRBA is on control of wild dogs and large feral herbivores. Declared plant
populations, when detected, must be managed at the cost of individual pastoralists, or other land
managers, since there is no budget available to support on ground actions for declared plant
management through MRBA.

Wild Dogs are managed through the activities of Licensed Pest Management Technicians (LPMTs or
‘doggers’) who are contracted directly by the MRBA.

LPMTs undergo rigorous training and must hold all the required licences, certifications, insurances,
etc, in order to meet their contractual requirements. They are independent operators who have
excellent skills to enable them to operate effectively and safely in remote areas.

Each LPMT reports to a “coordinator” who is a local pastoralist with a thorough knowledge of the
local area. Each coordinator and LPMT liaise regularly to ensure that current local knowledge of wild
dog activity is shared.

In addition, MRBA undertakes two baiting programs each year — one in Autumn and one in Spring,
with the aim being to target wild dogs at specific breeding times. There are seven bait racks located
on pastoral leases across the MRBA region, with a designated pastoralist acting as the coordinator
for each.

Bait meat is ordered (from Geraldton and/or Perth) in bulk quantities, then freighted to distribution
centres in (or near) towns from which it is transported to each bait rack location for the planned
community bait rack days. Pastoralists in each area surrounding their local bait rack attend the bait
rack day/s, helping to cut meat into suitable sizes, inject each piece with the correct amount of
poison, bag and distribute the baits. Only those with the correct and current training to be an
“injector” may carry out that part of the program. Quantities of baits are meticulously recorded
against each pastoral lease, and then the baits are laid by pastoralists and LPMTs, depending on each
individual situation. Each property being allocated baits must have their manager, or other approved
person, who holds a Restricted Chemical Product Permit take delivery of their baits.

Bait rack days require enormous commitment from pastoralists, who believe that it is critical that
these programs continue. In years when one bait program was missed, the feedback from
pastoralists and LPMTs alike indicated that the observed increase in wild dog numbers was a direct
result of this reduced program.

The cost of bait meat is now over $6.00 per kilogram, which is considerably more than the price that
pastoralists receive for their livestock at market. Freight is also a major financial outlay, with the
need for refrigerated transport to carry between 9 and 12 tonne of meat distances of more than 600
kilometres.

All pastoral properties in the MRBA region must have one designated person (e.g. owner, manager,
caretaker) who holds a current Restricted Chemical Product permit issued by the Department of
Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) in order for baiting and for LPMT work to be
carried out on that property.

Where wild dog control is carried out on land managed by the Department of Biosecurity,
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), our LPMTs are required to hold the permit for that property
instead of DBCA staff.



Large Feral Herbivores are the other main category of declared pests that MRBA endeavours to
manage. Animals such as feral camels, donkeys and horses can breed up to substantial herd
numbers if left unchecked. The damage that these feral herbivores can do to both the natural
environment and infrastructure is keenly noticed by pastoralists.

Camels are particularly strong and can damage, and even destroy, water troughs, pipelines, tanks,
fences and yards. Horses and donkeys, both requiring daily water, will often remain on or near a
water hole during hot weather, preventing livestock from accessing drinking water and frequently
fouling the water by pawing.

The physical damage that these large feral herbivores can do to the natural environment impacts
many native birds and animals. Their hard hooves can easily destroy burrows, nests and other
habitat features needed by our native fauna. They also compete with livestock for food, yet offer no
returns to the pastoralist as the cost to muster and transport them to market, if markets for these
animals did exist, make such endeavours financially impractical.

Declared Plants are also of importance, but the MRBA has no budget allocation for declared pest
plants. Fortunately, there is only one plant family that the group concentrates on, that being Cactus.

When a cactus population is reported, MRBA provides control information to the relevant land
manager, however, they have no jurisdiction to insist that the control works are carried out.

DECLARED PEST RATE FUNDING SCHEME

The MRBA has established a Declared Pest Account (DPA) into which the Department of Primary
Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) deposits the declared pest rates paid by pastoralists
and the government’s matching contribution. In 2023/2024 DPA receipts were $633,335 with an
expenditure, excluding GST, of $541,574. The larger income amount is due to the late payment by
DPIRD of the previous year’s DPA second instalment. The surplus of $112,837 will be allocated to the
MRBA'’s Bait Rack Program reserve and Large Feral Herbivore control program reserve for the next
year.

The principal activities and costs funded from the Declared Pest Account were:

2023/2024 Community Wild Dog Baiting Program

In 2023/2024 the MRBA conducted two community bait rack programs - one in September/October
2023 and one in May 2024. The MRBA operates seven bait racks across the region. The program for
2023/2024 is detailed in Table 1 below.

Meat quantities are determined in consultation with Rack Co-ordinators and in 2023/2024
expenditure was approximately $111,370 with freight of the meat costing an extra $5,936.

The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) purchased baits which were
produced at the Melangata and Killara bait racks for the Spring program at a cost of $3,960.

However, no DBCA staff attended these bait rack days and the baits were dispersed by LPMTs who
cover the DBCA managed properties (and properties adjacent to them) at each of those locations.

The MRBA community baiting program operates on the basis that a coordinated approach, where all
pastoralists lay baits within the same time frame, is essential for a successful wild dog reduction



program. Further details of the community baiting program are contained in the MRBA Wild Dog
Management Plan which is available on request.

Aerial baiting program

In October 2023, a specially fitted-out aircraft was hired from Denham to enable baits prepared at
the llgarrarie bait rack to be laid in inaccessible country in the north of the MRBA area. The cost of
this aerial baiting aircraft was $9,182. No LPMTs are contracted to cover this area, and aerial baiting
is the only coordinated form of wild dog control that is carried out here.

Table 1: BAIT RACK PROGRAM for 2023/2024

Bait Rack Location Spring Baiting Dates 2023 Quantity/Type of Bait
Pullagaroo 26 September 1,000kg bulk
Challa 28t September 2,000kg bulk
Melangata 23" September 1,000kg bulk
300kg bulk for DBCA
Killara 25™ September 1,200kg bulk
300kg bulk for DBCA
Yarraquin 26" September 640kg bulk
Yarlarweelor 7t October 3,500kg bulk
llgarrarie September 16%/17t 1,800kg bulk
TOTALS MRBA: 11,140 kg
DBCA: 600 kg
Bait Rack Location | Autumn Baiting Dates 2024 | Quantity/Type of Bait
Pullagaroo 28™ May 800kg
Challa 25" May 1,800kg
Melangata 29" May 1,000kg
Killara 27™ May 1,000kg
Yarraquin 27" May 640kg
Yarlarweelor 27" May 3,500kg
TOTALS MRBA: 8,740kg

Employment of Doggers

In 2023/2024 the MRBA employed six Licenced Pest Management Technicians (LPMTs or ‘doggers’)
utilising Declared Pest Account funding. The role of the doggers is to support pastoralists in their
efforts to control wild dogs by trapping and also to assist with laying wild dog baits.

The areas of operation of the doggers are Yagahorn East, Yagahorn West, Meekatharra West, Cue,
Mount Magnet and Mount Magnet East. The six doggers work on a part-time basis and operate
under individual contracts on a standard daily rate. The total cost of doggers under the Declared
Pest Account for 2023/2024 was $263,825.



In addition to trapping and baiting, MRBA’s doggers maintain close contact with pastoralists and
provide technical advice on wild dog management when required.

The summarised vermin control statistics of doggers during 2023/2024 are shown below in Table 2.
Note that this table also includes the statistics from the four additional doggers funded through the
Royalties for Regions program.

2023/2024 Large Feral Herbivore Control Program

Due to the high cost of aerial control operations, the MRBA aims to carry out LFH control programs
once every three years. Due to internal DPIRD issues, however, no aerial control operation was able
to be conducted in 2022. This meant that there was a four-year gap between the 2019 operation
and the 2023 operation.

Over the period of October 4™ — 8™ 2023 DPIRD’s Invasive Species Branch conducted an aerial cull of
large feral herbivores over eight pastoral leases at the northern end of the MRBA region.

Properties covered included: Sylvania, Bulloo Downs, Weelarana, Kumarina, Marymia, Mingah
Springs, Tangadee and Mt Vernon.

Over the 4% days of the operation the two DPIRD marksmen destroyed 1,924 large feral herbivores.
The breakdown of species destroyed was 1,648 donkeys, 90 camels and 186 horses.

4,660 rounds of ammunition were used at an average of 2.42 rounds per LFH controlled. This is in
accordance with Animal Welfare Guidelines that requires a minimum of 2 rounds per animal. On
average, 48 LFH were controlled per hour of flight time at a total cost of $34.72/LFH (exc. GST). The
total cost of the operation to MRBA was $66,794.

Note: this is in contrast to the 2019 operation which resulted in 21.5 LFH controlled per hour of flight
time. The higher numbers of the 2023 operation show the rapid increase in LFH populations which
can occur in just a few years.

The highest concentrations of LFH were recorded on property boundaries adjacent to Unallocated
Crown Land.

ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS PROGRAM - LPMT FUNDING

The MRBA also receives funding under the Royalties for Regions Program for the employment of
four additional doggers. These doggers operate on lands under the control of the Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions and/or adjoining pastoral lease buffer zones. Areas of
operation are Doolgunna (northeast of Meekatharra), Paynes Find North, Paynes Find South and
Yalgoo.

The continuation of Royalties for Regions funding is approved by the Minister for Agriculture. This
arrangement has been extended as part of the WA Wild Dog Action Plan to 30 June 2025 with
funding of $250,000 each financial year. This makes no allowance for increased costs and does not
even cover CPl increases. Expenditure in 2023/2024 totalled $250,000, which completely expended
this funding.

The future of this funding source is still uncertain, with the consultation workshop run by DPIRD on

the future Wild Dog Action Plan #3 yet to deliver any definitive information regarding likely funding
for the Recognised Biosecurity Groups who have received funding through this program over recent
years.



Table 2: WILD DOG CONTROL FIGURES for 2023/2024

Dogs Dogs Baits
LPMT AREA Trapped | Shot Laid Cats | Donkeys | Camels | Horses
Greg Mt Magnet East 36 8150 | 3
Scott
lon Cue 88 4 | 4955 | 14 90 3
Hehir
Tim Yagahorn East 2 1 | 3280 | 1
Mahony &
Greg
Hobson Yagahorn West 16 11 100
John
Meekatharra West 61 5 26 9
Mahony
Reg Mt Magnet 27 960 15
Seaman
TOTALS for DPA: 230 21 17445 59 929 3
Reg Paynes Find North 21 420 7
Seaman
Jim .
Miller Paynes Find South 14 4 4
Tim
Mahony Doolgunna 20 6 7373 4 92 21
John
Darling Yalgoo 71 2 6300
TOTALS for R4R / WDAP: 126 12 14093 15 0 92 21
TOTAL of DPA & R4R 356 33 31538 74 929 95 21
TOTAL DOGS 389




EXECUTIVE OFFICER

The Executive Officer, Margi Weir, works on a contract basis. Margi manages the association’s
administrative functions which include financial management and record keeping, insurance
obligations and reporting to funding bodies such as DPIRD.

In addition to providing administrative support to the seven Bait Rack Coordinators and five Dogger
Coordinators, she coordinates the supply and delivery of bait meat for MRBA’s bait rack programs.
She also liaises with DPIRD’s Invasive Species branch to coordinate the Large Feral Herbivore aerial
cull operations.

The other main task of the Executive Officer is that of information sharing, particularly to keep

members informed of general biosecurity issues which may have impacts on their pastoral
production operations.

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT

It is a pleasure to submit this annual report and in so doing | acknowledge, with thanks, the
contribution over the last twelve months of all Committee Members, the Secretary-Treasurer Mayne
Jenour and Executive Officer Margi Weir.

Liam Johns
Chairman
Meekatharra Rangelands Biosecurity Association

12 November 2024

For further enquires please contact the
MRBA Executive Officer

Email: eo@mrba.asn.au

Phone: 0408 210 285
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I DWEST T et a | 66 Chapman Road, Geraldton WA 6530
Phone: 08 9964 4700

Accountants and Business Advisors reception @midwestfinancial.com.au

FUNDING REPORT

DEPARTMENT PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
DECLARED PEST CONTROL

MEEKATHARRA RANGELANDS BIOSECURITY ASSOCIATION INC.

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. These
Auditing Standards require that we comply with relevant ethical requirements relating
to audit engagements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance
whether the financial report is free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the
amounts and disclosures in the financial report. The procedures selected depend
on the auditor's judgement, including the assessment of the risks of material
misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. In making those
risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s
preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit
also included evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the
reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the Meekatharra Rangelands
Biosecurity Association Inc. as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the
financial report.

The financial report has been prepared for distribution to the Department of Primary
Industries and Regional Development — Declared Pest Control for the purpose of
fulfilling Meekatharra Rangelands Biosecurity Association Inc.’s financial reporting
under the Grant Agreement. We disclaim any assumption of responsibility for any
reliance on this report or on the financial report to which it relates to any person
other than the members, or for any purpose other than that for which it was
prepared.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate
to provide a basis for our audit opinion.
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Independence

In conducting our audit, we have complied with the independence requirements of
the Australian professional accounting bodies.

AUDITOR’S OPINION

In my opinion, the financial report of the Meekatharra Rangelands Biosecurity
Association Inc. funding for the Department of Primary Industries and Regional
Development — Declared Pest Control is, in all material respects, in compliance with
the terms and conditions of the applicable Department of Primary Industries and
Regional Development — Declared Pest Control agreement.

The financial information contained in the Final report is based on proper accounts
and presents fairly, in all material respects, the cash Receipts and Payments for the
Project in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards.

Signature of Audito
% 0//

Name: JIM DILLON
CPA AUSTRALIA: 699724

Date: 25 July 2024



Account Transactions - DPA
Meekatharra Rangelands Biosecurity Association
For the period 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024

Account name Debit Credit
DPIRD Declared Pest Funding Scheme $ 633,335.00
Rates Reimbursement $ 882836
Sale of baits & traps $ 919087
Otherincome $ 3,057.69
Aerial Baiting $ 9,182.20
Bait Meat $111,370.00
Chemicals - Strychnine $ 4,800.00
Concentrate for bait production $ 20,000.00
Trap parts $ 90.91
Traps $ 8,116.37
Rack Coordinators ' $ 1,750.00
Dogger MRBA Mt Magnet East $ 43,159.15
Dogger MRBA Mt Magnet $ 61,566.00
Dogger MRBA Yagahorn $ 39,060.00
Dogger MRBA Meekatharra West $ 31,000.00
Dogger MRBA Cue $ 89,040.33
LFH Control Operation $ 66,793.70
Spot Tracking Devices $ 1,651.87
Bank Fees $ 23.22
Insurance $ 3,517.29
LFH Ammunition Subsidy $ 654.55
Meeting Expenses $ 1,763.84
Administration $ 32,133.28
Audit, Xero & website $ 2,546.73
DPIRD projects - expenses $ 2,465.01
Other expenses: training, permits, freight, freezer power costs, dogger coordinator $ 10,889.72

$541,574.17 $ 654,411.92

Surplus $112,837.75
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