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DPRFS Final Report Purpose

* indicates a required field

The purpose of this Final Report is to summarise the Recognised Biosecurity Group's (RBG) 
achievements during 2023-24, including the activities undertaken and funding expended for 
purposes as detailed in the RBG's Funding Agreement.
Reporting submitted to the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
(DPIRD), pursuant to section 170 of the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, 
must be published on DPIRD's electronic website. For enquiries regarding this report, please 
contact the Funding Schemes Team on talkingrbg@dpird.wa.gov.au.

Consent Privacy

Privacy Statement
Information provided by Recipients or collected by DPIRD in relation to the project, may be 
used in the administration of this Funding Scheme and in the acceptance of this report. 
Any information provided (personal, financial or otherwise) will be solely used for this 
purpose of this Funding Scheme. 
DPIRD will adhere to the legislative requirements of the Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act 2007, and the Privacy Act 1988 (cth) when storing information provided by 
Recipients or collected by DPIRD in relation to this Final Report. 
DPIRD is also subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1992 and documents in our 
possession are subject to these provisions. 

I confirm that I have read and understood the Privacy Statement and I consent to 
and authorise such uses and disclosures *
◉  Yes

Recipient Details

* indicates a required field

RBG Name
Northern Biosecurity Group 
This question is read only.

Contact Name *
Dr  Clare  Engelke 

Position *
Executive Officer 

Phone Number *
0411 101 847  
Must be an Australian phone number.
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Email *
nbg_eo@outlook.com  
Must be an email address.

Funded Activities Budget

* indicates a required field

Funded Activities

The table below details the activities outlined in your DPRFS Application Form and/or 
Funding Agreement.
Please provide an Activity Update and include any additional activities undertaken, which 
were not detailed in your DPRFS Application Form or Funding Agreement.
If you have undertaken additional activities or had a variation approved for revised funded 
activities, please add rows as required.

Activity Activity Measure Final Activity Update
Name of program, e.g. Wild Dog 
Program. What activities will be 
undertaken, e.g. trapping, bait
ing, aerial culls.

How will success of the activity 
be measured, e.g. an increased 
survival rate of calves.

e.g. how many baiting days 
were completed, how many 
baits or traps laid, number of 
dogs destroyed.

Communication & Communi
ty Engagement

Various forms of communica
tion including Annual Gener
al Meeting with guest presen
ters providing information to 
members and landholders.
Attendance at agricultur
al shows and local grower 
group field days to provide 
information to community on 
NBG activities and services.
Pest workshops to provide in
formation to interested land
holders.
Quarterly newsletter and ad 
hoc social media updates 
to keep the community in
formed.

AGM - online guest presen
ter Abbey Potter (WA Dept of 
Health; Japanese Encephali
tis virus surveillance in feral 
pigs)
Attendance: 7 board, 7 prox
ies & 9 guests
2 e-newsletter editions
NBG attended the Mingenew 
Expo and presented at No
vember Biosecurity Council 
meeting
Article in Farm Weekly relat
ing to feral pigs
Rabbit control workshops in 
peri-urban areas of City of 
Greater Geraldton and Shire 
of Chapman.
Valley. Attendance - 176 
(SoCV) and 84 (CGG)
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Feral Pig Program Activities including laying of 
baits and traps.
Number of baits and traps 
laid, animals caught and 
culled (est. 150 days).

LPMT days of trapping
2777 pigs culled in aerial 
program (March 24)
Additional aerial program in 
Ajana/Binnu and Mullewa/ 
Wongoondy - 142 pigs culled.

Wild Dog Program Activities including laying of 
baits and traps.
Number of baits and traps 
laid, animals caught and 
culled (est. 200 days).

268 LPMT days
62 dogs trapped & 3 shot in
side State Barrier Fence
321 traps &144 baits laid

Aerial Baiting Program Activities include aerial bait
ing for pest animals including 
Wild Dogs, Feral Pigs, Foxes, 
and Rabbits.
Number of baits laid, and ani
mals culled (est. 2 days).

5000 baits laid over pastoral 
and DBCA managed lands in
side the State Barrier Fence.

Other Pest Program Activities include use of poi
sons to control animal pests 
through community baiting 
days.
Number of poison laid and 
animals culled.

Community Baiting Days at
tendance:
Northampton - 9 landholders
Mullewa - 11 landholders
Yuna - 5 landholders

Chemical Weed Control Pro
gram

Chemical weed control of 
Prickly Pear.
Number of successful chem
ical applications with visible 
effect on plant pest.

Please upload any relevant documents to support the achievement of Funded 
Activities
No files have been uploaded
Including minutes from meetings, photographs, social media posts etc. Please note the Annual Report 
upload is requested below.

Budget (GST Exclusive)

The table below details the anticipated expenditure included in the budget section of your 
DPRFS Application Form. 
Please complete the Actual Expenditure column to detail the actual values which have 
been expended on funded activities.
Please only include funding from the Declared Pest Rate and State matched funding.
All amounts should be GST exclusive.
Please do not add commas to figures – e.g., type $1000 not $1,000 – this will ensure your 
figures for each table total correctly.
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Funded Activity Anticipated Expenditure 
(Ex GST)

Actual Expenditure (Ex 
GST)

Name of program, e.g. Wild Dog 
Program.

Must be a dollar amount. Must be a dollar amount.

Wild Dog Program  $175,000.00  $209,562.23  

Feral Pig Program  $140,000.00  $252,847.99  

Other Declared Pest Animal 
Program 

$28,100.00  $30,446.22  

Declared Plant Pest Program  $4,000.00  $0.00  

Community Engagement  $11,900.00  $6,797.36  

Administration & Gover
nance 

$78,500.00  $60,537.86  

  $    

Budget Totals

The values below are auto calculated based on the values entered in the Budget Table.

Anticipated Expenditure 
Total (ex GST)

$437,500.0 
0  
This number/
amount is 
calculated.

Actual Expenditure Total 
(ex GST)

$560,191.6 
6  
This number/
amount is 
calculated.

Variations

Did you request a variation for delivery of your 2023-24 funded activities? *
○  Yes
◉  No

Annual Report & Independent Financial Audit

The provision of an Annual Report is necessary to meet the legislative requirements under 
the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007. 
The provision of an Independently Audited Financial Report is necessary to meet the 
legislative requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 2015 and the DPRFS Funding 
Agreement. 
The financial statement of income and expenditure in relation to the Funding, certified by an 
Independent Financial Auditor and completed to Australian Accounting Standards, including 
but not limited to the following:

•  the total Declared Pest Account (DPA) Funding received for the financial year.
• any balance brought forward from the previous reporting year, including the intended 
purpose for those funds.

• the amount of interest earned by the Recipient on the DPA Funding for the financial 
year (if any)
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• the amount of DPA Funding spent and unspent in respect of the Funded Activities.

Please upload you 2023-24 Annual Report and Independent Financial Audit using the 
appropriate upload options below.

Please upload your 2023-24 Annual Report

Filename: NBG Annual Report 2024.pdf
File size: 1.8 MB

Please upload your 2023-24 Independently Audited Financial Report

Filename: 2024 Financial Report - Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. - Finalised.pdf
File size: 1000.9 kB

Filename: 2024 Management Letter - Finalised.pdf
File size: 233.0 kB

Filename: EXECUTED_STATEMENT_OF_INCOME_AND_EXPENDITURE_2023-24.pdf
File size: 47.8 kB

Please upload your combined 2023-24 Annual Report & Independently Audited 
Financial Report
No files have been uploaded

Unspent DPR Funding

Please provide information about any unspent funding in 2023-24.
Unspent funding includes funds which have been transferred to RBGs which have not been 
expended in the financial year they were transferred. Unspent funds can be allocated or 
unallocated.
The value detailed, should be the same as what is reported in your Independently Audited 
Financial Report.

What, if any, was the value of unspent DPR funding from 2023-24 *
$5,024.00  
Must be a dollar amount.

Is the unspent value allocated or unallocated? *
☑  Allocated
☐  Unallocated
☐  No unspent funds to report
Please note: Allocated unspent funding is funding held by RBGs in their bank account from the prior 
financial year which has been allocated to an activity or program. Unallocated unspent funding is 
funding held by RBGs in their bank account from the prior financial year which has not been allocated 
to an activity or program.

Please provide information about what operational activities the unspent funds 
have been allocated to within 2024-25. 
The cactus work was not completed in 23/24 due to limited LPMT availability. It will be 
completed in the 24/25 year.
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A total of $1024 of grain for rabbit baiting received in 23/24 was not invoiced until 24/25 by 
Helenore Farms.
The remaining $4130 was unallocated.

Certification Declaration

* indicates a required field

Declaration

This section must be completed by the Chairperson, or appropriate delegate, on behalf of 
the Recipient organisation.
Once this form is submitted via SmartyGrants, it will be deemed as authorised by the below 
signatory, despite no signature provided. 
By submitting this application, I acknowledge that: 

•  The information provided in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, accurate 
and complete. 

• If any personal details of a third party are included, the third party has been made 
aware of, and given their permission for, those details to appear in this Final Report. 

I Agree *
◉  Yes

Name *
Dr  Clare  Engelke 

Position *
Executive Officer 

Phone Number *
0411 101 847  
Must be an Australian phone number.

Email
nbg_eo@outlook.com  
Must be an email address.

Date *
28/01/2025 
Must be a date.
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INSE 

 
The Northern Biosecurity Group (NBG) was formed in 2016 by six representatives from 
local farming groups; the Northern Agri Group (NAG), Yuna Farm Improvement Group 
(YFIG), Mullewa Dryland Farming Initiative (MDFY) and the Northampton Feral Eradication 
Group after a push from the State Government for the establishment of Recognised 
Biosecurity Groups as the preferred partnership arrangement for the control of regionally 
established declared pests. The group focussed on the control of wild dogs inside the State 
Barrier Fence (SBF) as there was an increase in stock attacks from wild dogs moving from 
the Rangelands into the Northern Agricultural Region.  
 
The NBG became a Recognised Biosecurity Group (RBG) in 2018. This enabled the group 
to engage with government and work collaboratively 
utilising the shared responsibility funding model for 
declared pest management through the Declared Pest 
Rate (DPR) 
 
Landholders pay a set annual Declared Pest Rate (DPR) 
which is matched dollar-for-dollar by the State 
Government. The NBG responsibilities are determined 
by the Biosecurity and Agricultural Management Act WA 
2007 (BAM Act) and priorities are determined through 
landowner consultation. Our work is additionally 
supported by various personnel from the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) 
and other groups and organisations such as NACC 
NRM, Department of Biodiversity Conservation and 
Attractions, Australian Wool Initiative 
 
The NBG Operational Area consists of: 

• City of Greater of Geraldton 
• Shire of Chapman Valley 

• Shire of Northampton  
Representation of our Operational Area is reflected in our Constitution that states that a minimum of two 
representatives from each of the Local Government Areas.  
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• Initiate, promote and foster the control of Declared Pests in the Designated Area;  
 

• Encourage landholders and other persons to adopt sound biosecurity practices 
throughout the Designated Area;  

 
• Foster the sustainable development of the Designated Area;  

 
• Encourage the control of pests other than Declared Pests in the Designated Area;  

 
• Identify direct or indirect funding sources that can be made available for the 

development of the objects and purposes of the Association;  
 

• Provide Members with a forum to exchange information, advice and assistance 
where appropriate; and  

 
• Undertake any activity that the Board of Management shall from time to time 

determine to be in furtherance of the objects of the Association  
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Board of Management 
The NBG Constitution provides a Board of Management which currently consists of six 
members. These members hold voluntary positions who are responsible for overseeing the 
affairs of the association. The Board has acknowledged local representation is key to NBG 
success in achieving efficient and effective pest management. To ensure all local 
government area have representation, the 
The Board of Management consists of a Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson, Secretary and 
Treasurer and no less than three but no more than eight other members. The Board has 
acknowledged local representation is key to NBG success in achieving efficient and 
effective pest management. To ensure all local government area have representation the 
Constitution stipulates to have a minimum of two (2) representatives from each Local 
Government Area.  
At the 2022 Annual General Meeting no terms expired for our Board Members and no new 
nominations were received (or elected). 
 

Name District Term 
Jason Batten Shire of Chapman Valley 2024  

Jeremy Brooks Shire of Chapman Valley 
Resigned 
2024 

Mike Kerkmans  City of Greater Geraldton – Mullewa  2024  

Steve Rowe  City of Greater Geraldton – Mullewa 
Resigned 
2024  

Darren Cobley  City of Greater Geraldton 2025 
Scott Bridgeman  Shire of Northampton 2024  
Lloyd Cripps  Shire of Northampton 2025 
Penny Walker Secretary/Treasurer 2024* 

*no voting rights 
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NBG Membership 
 
Full Membership is available to any landholder who owns or occupies at least 100 hectares 
of land within the NBG designated area (Shires of Northampton, Chapman Valley and City 
of Greater Geraldton) 
 
Associate Membership is available to persons or representative of a public authority or 
other corporate bodies that has an interest in Declared Pest Management within the NBG.  
 
To date the MBG has 41 full members, 4 associate members as well as an additional 53 
subscribers to the group’s E-Newsletter .  
 
Being a member of the NBG is free and will give landholders a say about the priority pest 
species and activities that need to be included in the Operational Plan of the group. The 
NBG encourages landholders to become full members as it allows them to have a greater 
level of engagement with the group and Board of Management.  
 
Landholders with or without membership receive the same level of support (e.g. baiting 
allocations, LPMT time). It would be reasonable to expect that a person will apply for 
membership if they want to take a more pro-active role in declared pest management on 
their properties or have more input into the yearly NBG Operational Budget and Plan. 
 
You can find our Membership Form and Constitution on our website: www.nbg.org 
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The NBG is led by a local representative board of volunteer members that are all living and 
working within the broadacre farming community. They provide a diverse range of 
knowledge and experience for guidance and support of the group for our operations to 
address biosecurity issues affecting agricultural, the environment, industry and lifestyle 
across our operational area.  
 
The NBG continue to contract a part time Executive Officer, Marieke Jansen saw through to 
the end of June 2024 after resigning from her role earlier in 2024.  The group now has Dr 
Clare Engelke who is responsible for the day-to-day management of the group including 
overseeing the implementation of the Operational Plan, on-ground management outcomes, 
Licensed Pest Management Technician (LPMT) coordination and delivery of community 
engagement activities.  
The Association’s financial management is overseen by the Board and the Executive 
Officer who is supported by the services of Penny Walker who also provides executive 
support to the Board at our General Board meetings.  
 

Executive Officer – Part Time (Current) 
Clare Engelke – Non Committee  
M. 0411 101 847 
E. nbg_eo@outlook.com  
 
 
 
Executive Officer – Part Time (Resigned) 
Marieke Jansen – Non Committee  

 
 
 
 

 
Finance Officer – Part Time  
Penny Walker – Ex Officio appointed 
Non Committee  
M. 0428 847 735 
E. missmoneypennybook@bigpond.com  
 
 
Community Liaison Officer – Part Time 
Jay Rayner – Non Committee 
M. 0428 388 915 
E. austinandjay@bigpond.com 
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NBG Licensed Pest Management Technicians  
 
The NBG contracts a total of four local Licensed Pest Management Technicians to work 
alongside land managers across our region. Their main duties are baiting and trapping in 
wild dog hotspots and properties with feral pig damage. LPMTs are available to land 
managers who have wild dog (suspected) sightings/tracks, report stock attacks or would 
like some on-ground advice on how to protect their property from wild dog attacks. A 
number of feral pig traps are available to landholders and our LPTMs will be able to provide 
best-practice-management advice on location, pre-feeding requirements and type of 
trap/bait.  

 

LPMT – 200 days p/yr 
Wild Dogs/ Feral Pigs/ Foxes/ Rabbits  
Josh Gould – JGs Feral Pest Control  
0429 904 195 
jmgould25@outlook.com 
 

 

LPMT – 180 days p/yr 
Feral Pigs  
Wayne Heal – Sort ‘m Out Pest Control  
0428 641 498 
healmob@westnet.com.au 
 

 

LPMT – 30 days p/yr  
Wild Dogs/ Foxes/ Rabbits  
Andrew O’Dwyer – Midwest Pest Management  
0407 475 812 
chookodwyer@hotmail.com 
 

 

LPMT – 30 days p/yr  
Wild Dogs/ Foxes  
Ray Hughes – RJ Hughes  
0499 194 701 
Livewire1@y7mail.com 
 

Our Team 

mailto:Livewire1@y7mail.com
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1. Acknowledgement to Country 
I’d like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet today. I 
would also like to pay my respects to Elders past and present. 

 

2. Meeting Administration 
2.1. Record of Attendance  
2.2. Apologies  
2.3. Proxies 
2.4. Disclosure of Interest 
2.5. Confirmation of quorum 

 
3. Agenda 

3.1. Acceptance of Agenda 
 
 
4. Minutes 

4.1. Acceptance of Minutes from previous AGM dated 21st September 2023 
4.2. Business arising from previous minutes 

 
 
5. Chairperson’s Report 

5.1. Mr Jason Batten to speak to his report 
 
 

6. Financial Report (Treasurer) 
6.1. Acceptance of AMD Chartered Accountant as Auditor to prepare the audit report for the 

2023-24 financial year 
6.2. Acceptance of Member Fees to be set at nil for 2024-25 financial year 
6.3. Acceptance of the draft Financials as presented 

 
 

7. Correspondence 
7.1. Inwards 

- Resignation from Steve Rowe 
 

Agenda                                              
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 – Member Nominations: 
Ashley Eastough 
Carlie Rowe 
Anthony Hollins 
 
 – Board Nominations: 

Anthony Hollins 
Ashley Eastough 
Scott Bridgeman 
Mike Kerkmans 
Carlie Rowe 
Jason Batten 
Steven Rowe 

7.2 Outward – Nil 
 
 

8. General Business 
8.1. Executive Officer’s Report 

 
 

9. Election of Directors of Nominated Persons to Board 
9.1.  There are six vacancies for Board of Management 
9.2. Nominations received: 

Anthony Hollins nominated by Jason Batten 
Ashley Eastough nominated by Jason Batten 
Carli Rowe nominated by Steven Rowe 
Jason Batten nominated by Jason Batten 
Mike Kerkmans nominated by Mike Kerkmans 
Scott Bridgeman nominated by Scott Bridgeman 
 

9.3 Nominate Board Secretary/Treasurer Contractor for a 12 month period 
 
 

10. Date of Next Meeting 
 
 

11. Close of meeting 

 
Followed by workshop with bite to eat and refreshments 

Agenda                                              
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                                    AGM Minutes – 21st September 2023 NABAWA,  
Chapman Valley  

  

Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. (NBG) Chairperson, Jason Batten, opened the meeting at 4.06pm and 
welcomes all in attendance to NBG’s third AGM.  

  
Attendees  Jason Batten  Jeremy Brooks  

 Mike Kerkmans  Lloyd Cripps  

  

Marieke Jansen  

  

Darren Cobley  
Penny Walker  

  

Guests  

  

  
Josh Gould (LPMT)  
Abbey Potter  (WA Dept. of Health  
by Teams Meeting)  
Russell Coupe  
Trish Coupe  
  

  
Wayne Heal (LPMT)  
Amanda (DPIRD Talking RBG)  
Jo (DPIRD Talking RBG)  
Margie Weir  
Marshall Gould  

  

Minutes Taken By  
  

  

Penny Walker  
  

  

  

Apologies  
  

  

Scott Bridgeman Steve 
Rowe  

  

  
Proxys  

  

  
Craig Thompson held by Jeremy Brooks  
Matt Johnson held by Jeremy Brooks  
Shaun Earl held by Jeremy Brooks  
Lindsay Williams to Lloyd Cripps  
Tanya Moffat to Mike Kerkmans  
Steve Rowe to Marieke Jansen Fiona 
Mann to Mike Kerkmans  
  

  
No conflict of interest declared  

  
Agenda  

  
 Acceptance and confirmation of Agenda as presented prior to meeting.                       
Accepted unanimously by show of hands  
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                                    AGM Minutes – 21st September 2023 NABAWA,  
Chapman Valley  

  

Minutes  
  

Draft Minutes of the meeting dated 21st September 2022 and emailed to all board members prior to 
the meeting and tabled.   

MOTION ONE:  Draft minutes of the previous AGM held 21st September 2022 to be accepted as a 
true and accurate record.  

MOVED:    Jeremy Brooks            SECONDED:   Mike Kerkmans  

Accepted unanimously by show of hands  
  
Nil business arising from previous AGM minutes  

  

Correspondence In:  
  
  Submission 2023-24 DPR  

  

Chairman’s Report  -  as tabled (Attached in Annual Report)  

and verbally spoken by Jason Batten  

 Accepted unanimously by show of hands    
  
Financial Report  - Presented by Penny Walker as tabled  

Financial Information currently being audited by AMD Chartered Accountants, to be presented at 
next General Meeting if not before.  

  
 Total Income       $341,744.35  

 Total Expenses      $499,727.51  

  
 Closing Bank Balance Accounts   $  74,219.73  

Accepted unanimously by show of hands  

MOTION TWO:  That the draft financial statements presented at the annual 
general meeting be accepted for the period 01/07/2022 to 30/06/2023. 

MOVED:         Lloyd Cripps                          SECONDED:  Mike Kerkmans 
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                                    AGM Minutes – 21st September 2023 NABAWA,  
Chapman Valley  

  

  
Recommendation that Financial Accounts for Fiscal Year 2023-24 to be audited by AMD Chartered 
Accountants.  

  

MOTION THREE:  AMD Chartered Accountants to be appointed as the auditor for the 
Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. for the fiscal year 2023 – 2024.  

MOVED:        Mike Kerkmans        SECONDED:   Lloyd Cripps  

Accepted unanimously by show of hands  
  
Membership Fees  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Accepted unanimously by show of hands   

  
  

General Business   
  

Nil  
  
Executive Officer’s Report  
  
Marieke presented Executive Officer report for the past 12 months highlighting activities and results 
for projects and works undertaken.  
  
Refer to report attached  
  
Abbey Potter from the WA Dept of Health gave a Teams presentation on Japanese Encephalitis virus 
surveillance in feral pigs.  
  
   

MOTION FOUR:  Member fees to be set at nil for 2023-24 financial year. 

 

MOVED:  Lloyd Cripps                                  SECONDED: Darren Cobley 
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                                    AGM Minutes – 21st September 2023 NABAWA,  
Chapman Valley  

 Board Nominations  

Chair declares four positions vacant on the Board for a two year term, nominations for re-election 
were received from Lloyd Cripps and Daren Cobley, Jeremy Brooks has confirmed he will nominate 
for a casual position.  
  

   Director – Term Due    
      

Jeremy Brooks  
Darren Cobley  
Lloyd Cripps  

  
Lloyd Cripps nominated by Darren Cobley all in favour, accepted  
Darren Cobley nominated by Lloyd Cripps all in favour, accepted  
Jeremy Brooks nominated by Mike Kerkmans all in favour, accepted  
  
Director Terms  

       
Director – 1 Year Term Remaining  
    

   Jason Batten  
   Steve Rowe  

 Scott Bridgeman  
 Mike Kerkmans  

    
  Director – 2 Year Term Remaining  
  
    Jeremy Brooks (considered casual)  
        Darren Cobley  
        Lloyd Cripps  
  

CONFIRMATION OF BOARD OF MANAGEMENT FOR 2023-24  
  
Board Member  
  

Representative Shire  

Jason Batten   Shire of Chapman Valley  
Jeremy Brooks  Shire of Chapman Valley (Casual Position)  
Mike Kerkmans  City of Greater Geraldton  
Steve Rowe    City of Greater Geraldton  
Darren Cobley   City of Greater Geraldton  
Scott Bridgeman  Shire of Northampton  
Lloyd Cripps   Shire of Northampton  
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                                    AGM Minutes – 21st September 2023 NABAWA,  
Chapman Valley  

  

NOMINATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD  
  
Nominations for Executive Board will be held over to the next Board of Management meeting to be 
held in December 2023.  

Board Secretary/Treasurer is a position to be held by a non-voting Board member for period of 12 
months.   

MOTION FIVE:  Penny Walker – Miss Moneypenny Bookkeeping Services WA to be contracted 
for position of Board Secretary/Treasurer for a 12 month period, to next AGM 2023 in a non-voting 

MOVED:        Lloyd Cripps                    SECONDED:     Jeremy Brooks  

Accepted unanimously by show of hands  
  
CONFIRMATION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD until next General Meeting  
  

 Chairperson     Jason Batten  
 Deputy Chairperson         Scott Bridgeman  

  
Accepted unanimously by show of hands  
  

Next AGM meeting – 22nd September 2024, venue to be advised.  

   
  

  
Meeting Closed  5.35pm  
  
  
Chairperson  
22 / 09 / 2024  
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2024 has been one of the wettest seasons we have seen which meant that on ground 
activities have been slightly impacted, as it’s been difficult to implement control methods 
due to inaccessibility to some areas for local land holders and LPMT’s.  Work still continued 
in other areas that we could access and LPMT’s have done a great job with working in 
these conditions.  

One of the biggest board activities this year was sourcing a new Executive Officer after 
Marieke retired from our organisation.  Huge thanks to Marieke for her dedication to 
biosecurity over 7 years and making the NBG organisation the successful organisation that 
it is today.  The transition has been a lengthy process but it gave us a chance to assess our 
operations and strategic direction and governance with new employees.  

We are very excited to have Dr Clare Engelke as our new Executive Officer.  Clare’s 
background is in science and research which includes a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture 
(1st class honours), Dr of Philosophy in Animal Science and Microbiology.  Clare also has a 
Diploma in Education and has worked in both mining and agricultural sectors. Clare has 
worked through the transition phase and expanded our employees to include a Community 
Liaison Officer, and we welcome Jay Raynor to the team.  This is to assist the EO role and 
directly assist landholders in accessing and managing their pest control permits. 

The strategic direction NBG has taken in the past 12 months is to always assist landholders 
wherever possible to manage declared pests as well as advocate for seasonal issues that 
impact our area.  This includes working with all relevant government agencies and other 
biosecurity groups to coordinate effective timing and methods of activities for maximum 
impact.  We can always do more and we will continue to listen to landholders concerns and 
issues, while increasing our impact rather than maintaining the same level of pest 
management.   

The importance of board involvement is vital to ensure the impact in the right areas at the 
right time for the right type of management. Their connection to the wider community and 
landholders concerns is what makes us effective.  Whether this is through field days, 
grower group meetings and community involvement to understand local pest issues.   

As we have a high level of accountability and reporting requirements, I’d like to thank our 
Board Secretary and Finance Officer Penny Walker for ensuring our governance processes 
and finances are always in order.  Thank you to board members Scott Bridgeman (vice 
chairman), Lloyd Cripps, Darren Cobley, Mike Kerkmans and Steve Rowe for your support 
and meeting attendance throughout the year. 

 

Thank you, 
 
Jason Batten 
NBG Chairperson 
 

Chairperson’s Report 
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Financial Statement 1st July 2023 to 30th June 2024 

Financial Summary for this period 

Opening Bank Balance 

  Bendigo Working Account  $73,545.37 

  Bendigo Savings Account  $         0.15 

  Bendigo Executive Officer Exp Acct $     674.21        

  Total Opening Bank Balance  $74,219.73 

Income 

Operational Income   $  27,000.71 

NACC Grant funding    $    3,000.00 

DPIRD Grant funding   $  62,500.00 

Declared Pest Rate Account funds  $570,030.00 

Interest    $         11.15 

Total Income Received   $662,541.86 (includes partial EOFY adjustments) 

Expenses 

Admin/Governance    $  60,537.86 

Wild Dogs     $209,562.23 

Feral Pigs     $252,847.99 

Other Pest Animals    $  30,446.22 

Community Engagement   $    6,797.36 

Total expenses     $560,191.66 

Balance of Bendigo Bank Accounts as at 30th June 2024 

 Working Account    $47,141.07 

 Savings Account     $         0.15 

 Executive Officer Expenditure Account $  6,666.28 

Closing Bank Balance    $53,807.50 

Total Outstanding Payables    

Elders       $1,584.00 

 Outstanding Receivables    

ATO      $16,688.31 

Treasurer’s Report 
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The financial software used is MYOB, where all our financial reports are issued for every Board 
of Management meeting along with copies of the Bank Statements.   

At a minimum, two of the Board along with the Board Treasurer sign for all transactions to the 
account which is managed online after approval for payment by the Executive Officer.   

AMD Accountants Geraldton office oversee the lodgement of the BAS and end of year 
adjustments. 

Our group have been audited annually since inception by AMD Bunbury, who are a registered 
company auditor, this is conducted in accordance with ASIC, Corporations Act and other 
relevant legislative requirements.   

They undertake the audit process providing independent, information risk management and 
objective assurance advice designed to add value and improve our operation while 
understanding the critical nature of our Board for effective governance. 

 

Audited financials have not been received to date, they are being produced by AMD Chartered 
Accountants and to be motioned at the next Board of Management meeting, if not prior.  We 
expect to receipt these in the next few days and do not expect to have any negative findings. 

 

Recommendation 
 

That the draft financial reports as presented and subject to appropriate Accountant adjustments 
be adopted and approved by the board, and when the audited financials are received that they 
are circulated for final motion. 

 

Penny Walker 
Penny Walker 
Contract Board Treasurer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report                                                  
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As per the previous four years, the main share of NBG’s funding came from the Declared 
Pest Rate.  The Northern Biosecurity Group requested the Minister of Agriculture to 
approve an Ad-Valorem declared pest rate for 2023/24 of $182,878, on land in the local 
government areas of Chapman Valley, City of Greater Geraldton and Northampton that is: 
a) freehold land, 
b) a minimum 100 hectares, 
c) with a minimum $80 per VEN* 
*Valuation Entity Number – relating to an unique ID parcel.  
 
The modelling provided by DPIRD prior to 30th of June 2023 was estimated to raise the 
$228,745 ($189,233 in 2022/23). The forecast rate (cents-in-the-dollar) of 0.02684 is a 
4.03% increase on the 2022/23 rates placing the group within our threshold of the 
increase/decrease of 5.00% for the 2023/24 period. 
 
Adjustments were made to the first payment received from the DPA including the 2023-24 
matching funds of $228,345 plus a surplus DPA funds approved drawdown of $45,589 less 
the unspent from the 2021FY of $30,890. 
 
The forecast matched proponent of the DPR funds received by DPIRD (into the NBG 
Declared Pest Account) was $229,718 and landholder rates received of $246,264 (this 
does include some unpaid rates from previous years). 
Our closing DPA balance stands at $433,723 excluding any adjustments to be made for the 
financial year ending June 2024. 
 this includes approved DPR draw down (for additional project work) from DPA surplus 
funds (held by Office of State Revenue) of $45,589 minus the unspent of 2021/22 FY 
($30,890). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Declared Pest Rate   
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DPIRD - Wild Dog Action Plan 2  
This project is funded by the WA government, through the WA wild dog action plan and 
supports the work of LPMTs in the Pastoral areas of the region where the NBG is not collecting 
a Declared Pest Rate. This is a 2-yr contract with $62,500 p/annum.  
 

 
 
NACC NRM – Protecting Malleefowl  
This pest control work is part of NACC’s larger Gnow or Never Mallleefowl project to engage 
local communities to protect and restore connectivity between Malleefowl habitats across the 
Northern Agricultural Region. Duration 3 years – total funding received $50,000. This project is 
now finished.  
 
Midwest Development Commission – Drought Resilience Planning 
Program for the Midwest  
This funding is a contribution towards facilitating NBG members engagement and contribution 
to effectively development of the Midwest Drought Resilience Plan under RDRP. Funding - 
$6,000  
 
DPIRD – Evorta Camera Monitoring  
Commonwealth Funding administered by DPIRD for establishment and maintenance of a 
camera monitoring network through the Midwest. $77,000 over 2 years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Project Funding 2023/24 
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Wild Dogs  
 

Wild Dog Management has occurred in the Midwest Region for many years and over the past 6 
years our group has actively been doing wild dog on-ground control under the Biosecurity 
Agricultural Management Act – BAM Act (2007). Wild dogs under the Biosecurity Agricultural 
Management Act – BAM Act (2007) are considered a Declared Pest.  
Anecdotal stories from sheep farmers on the edge of the Northern Agricultural Region have 
indicated that small livestock production was getting unsustainable because of the impact of 
wild dogs. Since 2017 consistent and coordinated Wild Dog management activities have been 
implemented in Wild Dog hotspots.  
LPMT contracts were renewed as per previous arrangements. Our three wild dog LPMTs (1x 
full-time + 2x part-time) all live local and work within the Midwest Region. Combined they 
worked a total of 268 days on our wild dog program that included baiting, trapping and 
monitoring for wild dog signs.  
All our LPMTs are fully accredited + licensed and using best-practice-management including 
setting foothold traps and handling 1080/strychnine. All Wild Dog LPMT data is being recorded 
in FeralScan - www.feralscan.org.au and they provide monthly log books. 
 
 
Reported stock attacks by wild dogs have decreased in Midwest WA over the past five years. 
However, due to restricted access on DBCA over the summer of 2023 there has been an 
increase in wild dog sightings. Stock attack reports in the northern part of our region have 
increased in 2024 but access to land and efficacy of baiting in wet weather has been an issue. 
Our LPMTs have been contacted by landholders after stock attack reports and have been 
present in area. The access to DBCA managed lands has been extended to March 2026.  
 
LPMTs collectively trapped a total of 62 dogs inside the State Barrier Fence. This was mainly 
out in the pastoral areas. The NBG received continued wild dog management funding through 
the WA Wild Dog Action Plan 2 (WDAP). This fund allows the LPMTs to work on DBCA 
managed lands and pastoral leases along the State Barrier Fence. 
The NBG received 4 reports of wild dogs being culled by community members. All 4 reports 
were of wild dogs present in on broadacre farming areas. 
 
Year Dogs Destroyed by LPMT 

17/18 (6 months only) 24 
18/19 109* 
19/20 40 
20/21 41 
21/22 54 

22/23 58 

23/24 62 
Grand Total 148 
*Included CRBA wild dog data 
 

Project Outcomes 2023/24 

file:///D:/NBG/www.feralscan.org.au
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Aerial Baiting 
 
After joining the CWBA/EWBA wild dog aerial baiting program in 2021 the NBG increased the 
baiting area along 600km stretch of the State Barrier Fence to include Wandina Station. This 
flight path is chosen to act as a buffer zone before wild dogs moving into agricultural region. 
Baits are dropped at a range of locations identified as inaccessible by vehicle with the majority 
of aerial baiting occurring on pastoral leases and DBCA lands. Baiting was delayed due to 
chopper availability (September 2023) and cost of aerial baiting increased as another (bigger) 
helicopter had to be contracted as both CWBA, EWBA and NBG were bound by baiting permits 
for DBCA managed lands. Pending seasonal changes August/September are the best months 
to do this activity as new pups will be leaving their dens and young adults will be exploring new 
territory.  A total of 5000 baits across the pastoral properties (compared to 4000 baits that were 
used in August 2022).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feral Pigs 
 
The NBG feral pig program aims to achieve co-ordinated feral 
pig management in the Midwest region on a landscape scale 
using effective and ethical control techniques. Our LPMTs are 
assisting landholders in the site selection for trapping and/or 
baiting feral pigs. The NBG has purchased a range of tools to 
provide to landholders or for the LPMTs to use in their feral pig 
work. 
The NRM funded Midwest Feral Pig program finished at the end 
of December 2022. Data collected and collated by DPIRD 
provided insighful information about the abundance and 
effectiveness of feral pig management in our region. A Program 
Review was written by DPIRD of the “Northern Biosecurity 
Group Feral Pig Aerial Shooting Program 2018-2024” – the 
review showed that abundance of feral pigs has not declined 
significantly in the main project areas.   

Project Outcomes 2023/24 
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The annual aerial feral pig cull (March 2024) saw 2777 feral pigs removed from the landscape. 
This was large number and personnel involved is contributing this to the favourable seasonal 
dry conditions where pigs were mobbing up in areas with access to water. Management 
recommendations were provided. In order to cause an annual reduction in feral pig abundance 
the annual removal of pigs must exceed 70% of the total population. The data from the past six 
years of aerial control does not show this.  
 
 
Number of pigs culled in our main 3 aerial program over the past 5 years: 

Date # pigs 
hours 
flown 

Feb-18 512 12 
Mar-19 1145 34 
Mar-20 1261 50 
Mar-21 1304 38 
Mar-22 2281 42 
Jun-22 1544 25 

Mar-23 2598 41 

Mar-24 2777 42 
TOTAL 13422 284 

 
Additional opportunistic aerial control programs were flown in Ajana/Binnu and 
Mullewa/Wongoondy districts where 142 pigs were culled. These flights have also provided 
information on feral pig numbers and locations in areas that historically have reported very little 
feral pig activity. Reports have been forwarded to the appropriate land managers.  
 
Rabbit Control 

 
Northern Biosecurity Group continued its control 
program for European Rabbits in the NBG Region 
which focusses on landholder engagement at 
community baiting days with control methods using 
1080 “One-Shot” oats. Landholders are required by 
law to utilise appropriately trained personnel 
(Licensed Pest Management Technicians) to mix 
grain baits for rabbit control. This is a significant 
benefit of having an RBG in the region. In 2023/24, a 
total of 300 packets (=300kms) of “One-Shot” rabbit 
poison was mixed at community baiting days in Yuna 
and Mullewa and for a landholders that were 

concerned about rabbit numbers on their properties.  
 

Project Outcomes 2023/24 
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After discussions with the Shire of Chapman Valley and the City of 
Greater Geraldton the NBG participated in two rabbit control workshops. 
A total of 16 and 84 people attended. Residents in the northern suburbs 
of Geraldton collected ready-to-lay Pindone oats that were mixed up by 
the NBG contracted LPMT. A total of 98 x 10kg buckets were collected 
by per-urban landholders. The CGG will coordinate a release of the 
Calici K5 virus over summer (2024/25) vials of the virus were 
unavailable in early 2024.   
 
 
Community Engagement 
 

 
 
Mingenew Expo 9/10th August 2023 
NBG AGM – 21st of September 2023 
Rabbit control workshop Shire of Chapman Valley – 16th February 2024 
Northampton Community Baiting Day – 19th February 2024 
Rabbit control workshop City of Greater Geraldton – 23th February 2024 
Yuna Community Baiting Day 26th February 2024 
Mullewa Community Baiting Day 27th February 2024 
Talking RBG Forum 
Farm Weekly Feral Pig Article 
National Feral Pig Action Plan Newsletter  

Project Outcomes 2023/24 
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2024 2023

$ $
INCOME

Declared Pest Account Funds 560,876           220,155          
Grant Income 63,411             185,199          
Interest Income 11                     130                  
Other Income 27,001             36,000            
Total Income 651,299           441,484          

EXPENSES

Accounting/Bookeeping Fees 5,688               2,477              
Advertising 2,316               756                  
Audit 3,710               3,180              
Bank Fees 35                     115                  
Board Expenses 1,121               99                    
Computer Expenses 1,669               -                   
Contractor - EO 37,422             42,515            
Insurance Expenses 5,583               5,798              
Interest paid -                   13                    
Office Expenses 473                  192                  
Travel & Accom. Expenses 2,523               895                  
Wild Dogs Expenses 209,562           197,509          
Feral Pigs Expenses 252,848           214,192          
Other Pests Expenses 30,446             18,305            
RCP Permits 778                  759                  
Workshops 6,019               12,922            
Total Expenses 560,193           499,728          

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FOR THE YEAR 91,106             (58,243)           

NORTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP INC.

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2024

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.



2024 2023

$ $
CURRENT ASSETS

Working Account 47,141          73,545            
Net GST Receivable 16,688          11,506            
EO Account 6,666             674                  
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 70,495          85,726            

TOTAL ASSETS 70,495          85,726            

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Trade Creditors 1,584             118,619          
Unspent Grants 17,722          7,024              
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 19,306          125,643          

TOTAL LIABILITIES 19,306          125,643          

NET ASSETS/(ACCUMULATED LOSSES) 51,189          (39,917)           

NORTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP INC.

BALANCE SHEET

AS AT 30 JUNE 2024

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements



2024

$

Retained Earnings 1 July 2022 18,326          
(Deficit) for the period (58,243)         
Closing Retained Earnings 30 June 2023 (39,917)         

Opening Retained Earnings 1 July 2023 (39,917)         
Surplus for the period 91,106          
Closing Retained Earnings 30 June 2024 51,189          

NORTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP INC.

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2024

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements



2024 2023

$ $
Cash Flows from Operating Activities

Funding 634,985        305,614          
Other income 27,001          36,000            
Payments to suppliers and employees (682,410)       (433,699)         
Interest received 11                  130                  
Net Cash (used in) Operating Activities (20,413)         (91,955)           

Net (decrease) in cash held (20,413)         (91,955)           
Cash at beginning of financial year 74,220          166,175          
Cash at end of Financial Year 53,807          74,220            

A. Cash at end of Financial year represented by:

Working Account 47,141          73,545            
EO Account 6,666             674                  

53,807          74,220            

B. Reconciliation of net cashflow from operations with net surplus/(deficit):

Surplus/(Deficit) from ordinary activities 91,106          (58,243)           
Change in operating assets and liabilities:
Accounts receivable and prepayments (5,182)           -                   
Accounts payable and other accruals (117,035)       66,028            
Unspent funds liability 10,698          (99,740)           

(20,413)         (91,955)           

NORTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP INC.

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2024

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements



 
 

NORTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP INC. 

 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2024 

 

NOTE 1. STATEMENT OF MATERIAL ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

 
This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared in order to satisfy the financial reporting 
requirements of the Constitution and the Associations Incorporations Act (WA) 2015.  The Board has 
determined that the association is not a reporting entity. 
 
The financial report has been prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historic costs and does not 
take into account changing money values, or except where specifically stated, current valuations of non-
current assets. 
 
The following specific accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous period unless otherwise 
stated, have been adopted in the preparation of this financial report. 
 
(a) Revenue and Other Income 

Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable. 
 

Interest revenue is recognised using the effective interest rate method, which, for floating rate 
financial assets is the rate inherent in the instrument. 
 
Revenue recognition relating to the provision of services is determined with reference to the stage of 
completion of the transaction at reporting date. 
 
Revenue from grant funding, provided under contractual arrangements is taken up on a 
proportionate basis net of GST, over the period to which the funding relates. 
 
Grant funds received in advance at balance date are recognised as a liability within the balance sheet 
and carried forward to the next accounting period. Refer to Note 4 for further details. 

 
NOTE 2. INCORPORATION 

 
Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. was incorporated on the 25th May 2018 and registered for Goods & 
Services Tax at 1 July 2018. 
 
Following Incorporation, during July 2018, Shire of Northampton transferred $76,434.39 funds held on 
behalf of Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. to a Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. bank account. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

NORTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP INC. 

 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2024 

 
NOTE 3.              FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND GOING CONCERN  
The Board have determined that this financial report has been prepared on a going concern basis. 

The ongoing operation of the services provide by the Northern Biosecurity Group Inc.is dependent upon 
the continued receipt of grant funds. 

The Board and management have prepared the financial statements on a going concern basis. The Board 
and management consider that the following are relevant in determining that the going concern basis is 
appropriate: 

 Landholders of the region have shown support of Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. projects in the 
high percentage of Declared Pest Rates Notices being paid and received in the Declared Pest Rate 
Account;  

 The ongoing fiscal management by the Board and management to ensure financial sustainability; 
and 

 There are funds available to Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. which are currently held in the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development Declared Pest Account.  These funds 
will be made available to Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. upon application to and subsequent 
approval by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. 

 
 
NOTE 4.              UNEXPENDED GRANTS 

 

Where grants are carried forward at 30 June to a subsequent financial year, a corresponding liability is 
recognised in the balance sheet, in relation to Unexpended Grants. 
 
As at 30 June 2024, $17,722 of funding was unspent and required to be carried over to the following year.  
 
Accordingly, a corresponding “Unexpended Grants” liability of $17,722 has been brought to account as at 
30 June 2024, recognising that these funds are to be carried forward to the subsequent financial year, and 
expended in accordance with grant funding requirements. Unexpended grants held as at 30 June 2024 
carried forward to the 2024/2025 year are as follows: 
 

 $ 

1. DPIRD WA Wild Dog Training 1,304 
2. Regional Drought Resilience 4,250 
3. WDAP  14 
4. NACC Protecting WA Black Cockatoos 3,000 
5. DPIRD DPR 9,154 
TOTAL 17,722 

 



 

 

NORTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP INC. 

 

STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

 
 
The Board have determined that the association is not a reporting entity. 
 
The Board have determined that this special purpose financial report should be prepared in accordance with the 
Associations Incorporation Act (WA) 2015 and the accounting policies outlined in Note 1 to the financial 
statements.  
 
In the opinion of the Board: 
 

1. The financial statements and notes of Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. are in accordance with the 
Associations Incorporation Act (WA) 2015 including: 

 
a) giving a true and fair view of its financial position at 30 June 2024 and of its financial performance 

for the year ended on that date; 
b) complying with the accounting policies described within Note 1 to the financial statements; and 

 
2. There are reasonable grounds to believe that Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. will be able to pay its 

debts as and when they become due and payable. 
 
This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board and is signed for and on behalf of the Board 
by: 
 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________      
Jason Batten      Scott Bridgeman     
Chairperson      Deputy Chairperson    
    
 
 
 
Dated this   day of December 2024 
 

19th



 

 

 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

TO THE MEMBERS OF NORTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP INC. 

 
Opinion  

We have audited the financial report of Northern Biosecurity Group Inc., being a special purpose financial report, 
which comprises the balance sheet as at 30 June 2024 and the statement of income and expenditure, statement of 
changes in equity and statement of cash flows for the year then ended, notes to the financial statements, and the 
statement by members of the board. 
  
In our opinion, the accompanying financial report has been prepared in accordance with the Associations 

Incorporation Act (WA) 2015, including:   
i) giving a true and fair view, in all material respects, of the financial position of Northern Biosecurity 

Group Inc. as at 30 June 2024, and of its financial performance for the year then ended; and 
i) complying with the accounting policies described in Note 1 and the Associations Incorporation Act 

(WA) 2015. 
 
Basis for Opinion  

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.  Our responsibilities under those 
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of our 
report.  We are independent of Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. in accordance with the Associations Incorporation 

Act (WA) 2015 and the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 
Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are relevant to our audit of the financial report in 
Australia.  We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code.   
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
opinion.   
 

Emphasis of Matter- Basis of Accounting 

We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. The financial report 
has been prepared to assist Northern Biosecurity Group Inc. to meet the requirements of the Associations 

Incorporation Act (WA) 2015. As a result, the financial report may not be suitable for another purpose. Our opinion 
is not modified in respect of this matter. 
  
Emphasis Matter- Financial Support 

We draw attention to note 3 to the financial statements which outlines the ongoing operation of Northern 
Biosecurity Group Inc. is dependent upon the continued receipt of funding from the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development. Our opinion is not modified with respect to this matter. 
 

Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial Report   

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in accordance with the 
financial reporting requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act (WA) 2015 and for such internal control as 
management determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  
 
In preparing the financial report, management are responsible for assessing Northern Biosecurity Group Inc.’s 
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the 
going concern basis of accounting unless management either intend to liquidate the Northern Biosecurity Group 
Inc. or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so. 
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Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing Northern Biosecurity Group Inc.’s financial reporting 
process.  
 
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report  

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.  
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance 
with Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.  Misstatements can 
arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be 
expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of the financial report.    
 
As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgement and 
maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also:  
 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or 
error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.  The risk of not detecting a material 
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve 
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

 
 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that 

are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the internal control. 

 
 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates 

and related disclosures made.   
 

 Conclude on the appropriateness of the use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based on the 
audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may 
cast significant doubt on the entity’s ability to continue as a going concern.  If we conclude that a material 
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in 
the financial report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion.  Our conclusions are 
based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report.  However, future events or 
conditions may cause the entity to cease to continue as a going concern.  

 
 Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including the disclosures, 

and whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that 
achieves fair presentation.  

 
We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and 
timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we 
identify during our audit.  

AMD Chartered Accountants 

 
 
 
 
MARIA CAVALLO   
Director  

 

Level 1, 53 Victoria Street, Bunbury, Western Australia  Dated this 20th day of December 2024 
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AUDITOR’S INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION 

 

TO THE BOARD OF NORTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP INC. 

 

I declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, during the period ended 30 June 2024, there have been 
no contraventions of: 
 

i) The auditor independence requirements as set out in Section 80 of the Associations Incorporation Act 

(WA) 2015 in relation to the audit; and 

 

ii) Any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the audit. 
 

AMD Chartered Accountants 

 

 

 

 

MARIA CAVALLO   
Director  

 

Level 1, 53 Victoria Street, Bunbury, Western Australia  Dated this 19th day of December 2024 
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