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DPRFS Final Report Purpose

* indicates a required field

The purpose of this Final Report is to summarise the Recognised Biosecurity Group's (RBG) 
achievements during 2023-24, including the activities undertaken and funding expended for 
purposes as detailed in the RBG's Funding Agreement.
Reporting submitted to the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
(DPIRD), pursuant to section 170 of the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, 
must be published on DPIRD's electronic website. For enquiries regarding this report, please 
contact the Funding Schemes Team on talkingrbg@dpird.wa.gov.au.

Consent Privacy

Privacy Statement
Information provided by Recipients or collected by DPIRD in relation to the project, may be 
used in the administration of this Funding Scheme and in the acceptance of this report. 
Any information provided (personal, financial or otherwise) will be solely used for this 
purpose of this Funding Scheme. 
DPIRD will adhere to the legislative requirements of the Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act 2007, and the Privacy Act 1988 (cth) when storing information provided by 
Recipients or collected by DPIRD in relation to this Final Report. 
DPIRD is also subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1992 and documents in our 
possession are subject to these provisions. 

I confirm that I have read and understood the Privacy Statement and I consent to 
and authorise such uses and disclosures *
◉  Yes

Recipient Details

* indicates a required field

RBG Name
Southern Biosecurity Group 
This question is read only.

Contact Name *
Mrs  Michelle  Grobler 

Position *
Executive Officer 

Phone Number *
0484 932 447  
Must be an Australian phone number.
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Email *
sbg.execofficer@gmail.com  
Must be an email address.

Funded Activities Budget

* indicates a required field

Funded Activities

The table below details the activities outlined in your DPRFS Application Form and/or 
Funding Agreement.
Please provide an Activity Update and include any additional activities undertaken, which 
were not detailed in your DPRFS Application Form or Funding Agreement.
If you have undertaken additional activities or had a variation approved for revised funded 
activities, please add rows as required.

Activity Activity Measure Final Activity Update
Name of program, e.g. Wild Dog 
Program. What activities will be 
undertaken, e.g. trapping, bait
ing, aerial culls.

How will success of the activity 
be measured, e.g. an increased 
survival rate of calves.

e.g. how many baiting days 
were completed, how many 
baits or traps laid, number of 
dogs destroyed.
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Communications & Commu
nity Engagement

Activities including the distri
bution of annual survey and 
newsletter, Rain e-newslet
ter updates, community up
dates via local communica
tion methods.

Throughout the reporting 
period, we have undertak
en various activities to en
sure effective communica
tion and community engage
ment within our target areas. 
The following outlines key 
initiatives and outcomes:
Social Media Engagement
We shared 16 social media 
posts on our Facebook page, 
aimed at keeping our com
munity informed on key de
velopments and initiatives. 
These posts were also dis
tributed through the local 
Shire’s Facebook page to 
ensure optimal community 
reach and engagement.
RAIN e-Newsletter
Unfortunately, due to pub
lication issues, the RAIN e-
newsletter experienced de
lays and was not issued dur
ing the applicable financial 
year. However, we success
fully resumed its publication 
in August 2024, which is out
side the reporting period but 
demonstrates our commit
ment to ongoing communica
tion with stakeholders.
Annual Newsletter and Sur
vey
In late August 2023, we dis
tributed our annual newslet
ter and survey to all land
holders. The response rate 
was encouraging, particularly 
via the electronic survey op
tion. The feedback gathered 
has provided valuable in
sights into community needs 
and concerns.
Community Engagement 
Events
We held several community 
engagement events:
Annual Fox Shoot (8 March 
2024): This event allowed 
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us to directly engage with 
participants on pest control 
strategies and landholder in
volvement.
Ravensthorpe Wildflower 
Show (11–23 September 
2024): We maintained a stall 
throughout the event, offer
ing information on pest man
agement and engaging with 
the broader community on 
issues of concern. This plat
form proved highly effective 
for raising awareness and 
fostering conversations.
Local Newspaper and Com
munity Boards
We published an article in 
the local community news
paper discussing fox bait
ing projects. While the news
paper has transitioned to 
an electronic format, which 
some landholders are not ful
ly comfortable with, we en
sured that important project 
updates were also shared via 
local community boards in 
both Ravensthorpe and the 
Hopetoun Community Re
source Centre. This approach 
allowed us to maximize the 
visibility of our efforts.
In conclusion, despite some 
challenges, we have worked 
diligently to maintain strong 
communication channels 
with our community, us
ing a variety of methods to 
reach diverse audiences. We 
are committed to improving 
these efforts and will contin
ue to adapt to the changing 
needs of our stakeholders.
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Management of Declared An
imal Pests

Animal pests including wild 
dogs, foxes, rabbits, and fer
al cats.
Using Surveillance and mon
itoring, risk assessment and 
prioritization, prevention and 
early intervention, control 
and eradication, collabora
tion and stakeholder engage
ment, data management 
and reporting accordingly to 
project needs

The following outlines our ef
forts and achievements in 
managing animal pests with
in the reporting period, with 
a focus on foxes, rabbits, and 
wild dogs. We applied inte
grated strategies including 
surveillance, monitoring, risk 
assessment, prevention, con
trol, and collaboration with 
stakeholders to address pest 
challenges across the region.
Fox Control Projects
We implemented both au
tumn and spring fox con
trol projects, conducting ac
tive baiting over 5 days dur
ing each season. A total of 
410 baits (6 mg combina
tion dried meat and com
posite baits) were released 
across the operational area. 
Our surveillance and moni
toring efforts indicated that 
fox populations were less 
dense, with a noticeable de
cline in activity during the 
four baiting projects conduct
ed. This suggests that our 
baiting strategies are having 
a positive impact on reducing 
the fox population.
Rabbit Control Project
In August 2023, we conduct
ed a rabbit control project fo
cusing on the release of RD
HV (Rabbit Hemorrhagic Dis
ease Virus) in known prob
lematic areas. The project 
ran over a 5-day period with 
the use of 10 vials of RD
HV, which was the maxi
mum quantity available to 
our group at the time. The 
results varied:
Townsite Areas: Rabbit popu
lation densities were record
ed as low to medium, with no 
active warrens identified.
Outlying Areas: These areas 
posed a higher rabbit popula
tion density with active war
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rens, necessitating follow-up 
control efforts, which have 
been planned accordingly. 
During this period, we also 
engaged with landholders, 
providing education on how 
they can contribute to long-
term rabbit management on 
their properties.
Wild Dog Control
Our wild dog control efforts 
spanned 54 days of active 
baiting, during which 2,449 
dried meat baits were laid, 
and 91 traps were set. This 
led to the successful trapping 
of 5 wild dogs within the op
erational control area. Im
portantly, no reports of stock 
losses were received during 
this period, a positive indi
cator of the success of our 
management efforts.
We also utilized data from 
state barrier fence monitor
ing to alert landholders to 
wild dog sightings in their 
areas. This data was instru
mental in compiling reports 
for the Industry Funding 
Scheme and guiding our on
going control strategies.
Stakeholder Engagement 
and Data Management
Throughout all control activ
ities, we emphasized collab
oration with landholders and 
stakeholders, providing them 
with updates on pest control 
efforts and engaging them 
in education initiatives. Data 
management has been a crit
ical component of our work, 
ensuring that accurate infor
mation was shared with in
dustry partners, and used to 
refine our risk assessment 
and control plans.
In conclusion, the pest con
trol projects undertaken dur
ing the reporting period have 
shown promising results. 
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While challenges remain, 
particularly with high-densi
ty rabbit populations in out
lying areas, our ongoing sur
veillance, control, and collab
oration with landholders pro
vide a strong foundation for 
continued success.
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Management of Declared 
Plant Pests

Plant pests including Cac
tus, Apple Sodom, and Bridal 
Creeper.
achieved by implement
ing surveillance, prioritiza
tion, prevention, interven
tion, control, collaboration, 
and data management per 
project need.

This report outlines the out
comes and methods used in 
our projects targeting key 
plant pests within the opera
tional area, including Bridal 
Creeper, Apple of Sodom, 
and Cacti. We focused on 
surveillance, prioritization, 
prevention, control, collabo
ration with landholders, and 
data management to ensure 
effective plant pest manage
ment.
Apple of Sodom Control
Control efforts for Apple 
of Sodom were conducted 
over a span of 8 days during 
spring and late summer. A 
total of 46 plants were treat
ed using Metsulfuron as the 
primary herbicide. Notably, 
the use of Metsulfuron ap
peared to sterilize the seeds, 
as no new seedlings were ob
served in previously treated 
areas. Additionally, a seed 
germination trial was at
tempted using pods collected 
last year, but the seeds did 
not germinate, further sup
porting the effectiveness of 
the treatment.
Control efforts involved re
visiting all previously iden
tified plants and targeting 
newly established ones. For 
larger plants (greater than 
1 meter), we applied a com
bination of cochineal in
sect infection and chemical 
treatment using Grazon at 
a rate of 1L/100L and Pulse 
at 300ml/100L. Dyed chem
ical sprays were used for 
easy identification of treat
ed plants, and smaller plants 
were removed by hand and 
disposed of at an approved 
site.
Bridal Creeper Control
Bridal Creeper control 
spanned 10 days during 
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spring and late summer, us
ing chemical treatments and 
manual removal methods. 
Significant progress was not
ed, particularly in the town
site, where there was a dra
matic decrease in Bridal 
Creeper density in the origi
nally treated areas.
During this project, we ap
plied strict dieback preven
tion measures:
Dieback Control Measures: 
All vehicles, boots, and 
equipment were thoroughly 
washed down with methylat
ed spirit solutions after leav
ing off-road areas, and mud 
was avoided to prevent cont
amination.
Cacti Control
Cacti control efforts were in
tegrated into the same op
erational framework, utiliz
ing a combination of manual 
removal and chemical treat
ment, as required. Smaller 
plants were physically re
moved, and chemical treat
ment was applied to larg
er infestations using Grazon 
and Pulse to ensure effec
tiveness.
Chemical Application
The following chemical treat
ments were used for both 
Bridal Creeper and Apple of 
Sodom:
Metsulfuron: 0.4g/100L
Pulse: 250ml/100L
Dye: 300ml/100L A total of 
1950L of solution was ap
plied during the course of 
the projects to ensure com
prehensive coverage of the 
treated areas.
Collaboration and Data Man
agement
Throughout these projects, 
we worked closely with land
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holders and local stakehold
ers, sharing updates on pest 
control progress and encour
aging their participation in 
ongoing monitoring and re
porting efforts. Data collect
ed from these projects has 
been compiled to assist in fu
ture prioritization and control 
measures.
In summary, the control 
projects targeting Apple of 
Sodom, Bridal Creeper, and 
Cacti have demonstrated sig
nificant progress, particularly 
in reducing the population of 
these invasive species in key 
areas. Continued follow-up 
and monitoring will be crucial 
to maintaining these gains 
and preventing re-infesta
tion.

Please upload any relevant documents to support the achievement of Funded 
Activities

Filename: 725aa7f4926dfdf4.pdf
File size: 96.9 kB

Filename: a9dac83f33d765e8.pdf
File size: 81.2 kB

Filename: Current Projects.pdf
File size: 237.6 kB

Filename: deb86815455dd792.pdf
File size: 80.8 kB

Filename: e35a8f2639451d4e.pdf
File size: 28.5 kB

Filename: Facebook posts.pdf
File size: 1009.2 kB

Filename: Fox Control Program in Cheadanup and Long Creek Reserves.docx
File size: 13.3 kB

Filename: image0.jpeg
File size: 4.0 MB

Filename: image1.jpeg
File size: 4.1 MB

Filename: Revisiting of previously identified Cacti infestation areas in the Shire of Ravenstho 
rpe.docx

 
Page 10 of 14



 
 

Declared Pest Rate 2023-2024
DPRFS Final Report 2023-24  (Version 3 of 3)
Application No. RBG-DPR23-06 From Southern Biosecurity Group
Form Submitted 6 Feb 2025, 7:57PM AWST

 
 

File size: 114.9 kB
Including minutes from meetings, photographs, social media posts etc. Please note the Annual Report 
upload is requested below.

Budget (GST Exclusive)

The table below details the anticipated expenditure included in the budget section of your 
DPRFS Application Form. 
Please complete the Actual Expenditure column to detail the actual values which have 
been expended on funded activities.
Please only include funding from the Declared Pest Rate and State matched funding.
All amounts should be GST exclusive.
Please do not add commas to figures – e.g., type $1000 not $1,000 – this will ensure your 
figures for each table total correctly.

Funded Activity Anticipated Expenditure 
(Ex GST)

Actual Expenditure (Ex 
GST)

Name of program, e.g. Wild Dog 
Program.

Must be a dollar amount. Must be a dollar amount.

Administration & Gover
nance 

$93,290.00  $130,086.00  

Communication & Communi
ty Engagement 

$9,000.00  $6,147.00  

Declared Animal Pest Pro
gram 

$67,561.00  $40,757.00  

Declared Plant Pest Program  $20,500.00  $21,513.00  

      

      

Budget Totals

The values below are auto calculated based on the values entered in the Budget Table.

Anticipated Expenditure 
Total (ex GST)

$190,351.0 
0  
This number/
amount is 
calculated.

Actual Expenditure Total 
(ex GST)

$198,503.0 
0  
This number/
amount is 
calculated.

Variations

Did you request a variation for delivery of your 2023-24 funded activities? *
○  Yes
◉  No
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Annual Report & Independent Financial Audit

The provision of an Annual Report is necessary to meet the legislative requirements under 
the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007. 
The provision of an Independently Audited Financial Report is necessary to meet the 
legislative requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 2015 and the DPRFS Funding 
Agreement. 
The financial statement of income and expenditure in relation to the Funding, certified by an 
Independent Financial Auditor and completed to Australian Accounting Standards, including 
but not limited to the following:

•  the total Declared Pest Account (DPA) Funding received for the financial year.
• any balance brought forward from the previous reporting year, including the intended 
purpose for those funds.

• the amount of interest earned by the Recipient on the DPA Funding for the financial 
year (if any)

• the amount of DPA Funding spent and unspent in respect of the Funded Activities.

Please upload you 2023-24 Annual Report and Independent Financial Audit using the 
appropriate upload options below.

Please upload your 2023-24 Annual Report

Filename: Annual Report 2023-2024.pdf
File size: 2.3 MB

Please upload your 2023-24 Independently Audited Financial Report

Filename: 2024 Draft Financials - Updated P&L Split.pdf
File size: 177.1 kB

Please upload your combined 2023-24 Annual Report & Independently Audited 
Financial Report

Filename: Combined Annual Repert adn Audited Financials DPR2023-2024.pdf
File size: 2.4 MB

Unspent DPR Funding

Please provide information about any unspent funding in 2023-24.
Unspent funding includes funds which have been transferred to RBGs which have not been 
expended in the financial year they were transferred. Unspent funds can be allocated or 
unallocated.
The value detailed, should be the same as what is reported in your Independently Audited 
Financial Report.

What, if any, was the value of unspent DPR funding from 2023-24 *
$0.00  
Must be a dollar amount.

Is the unspent value allocated or unallocated? *
☑  Allocated
☐  Unallocated
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☐  No unspent funds to report
Please note: Allocated unspent funding is funding held by RBGs in their bank account from the prior 
financial year which has been allocated to an activity or program. Unallocated unspent funding is 
funding held by RBGs in their bank account from the prior financial year which has not been allocated 
to an activity or program.

Please provide information about what operational activities the unspent funds 
have been allocated to within 2024-25. 
N/A

Certification Declaration

* indicates a required field

Declaration

This section must be completed by the Chairperson, or appropriate delegate, on behalf of 
the Recipient organisation.
Once this form is submitted via SmartyGrants, it will be deemed as authorised by the below 
signatory, despite no signature provided. 
By submitting this application, I acknowledge that: 

•  The information provided in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, accurate 
and complete. 

• If any personal details of a third party are included, the third party has been made 
aware of, and given their permission for, those details to appear in this Final Report. 

I Agree *
◉  Yes

Name *
Mrs  Michelle  Grobler 

Position *
Executive Officer 

Phone Number *
0484 932 447  
Must be an Australian phone number.

Email
sbg.execofficer@gmail.com  
Must be an email address.

Date *
16/10/2024 
Must be a date.
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Unity is strength... when there is teamwork and 

collaboration, wonderful things can be 
 

achieved. Mattie Stepanek 

 

Chair Report - 2023-24 Annual Report 

 

Our core mission remains unchanged: to reduce the environmental, economic, and social impacts of 
animal pests and weeds on the agricultural industry, landscapes, and biodiversity within the 
Ravensthorpe Shire. We also work to promote a strong biosecurity culture among all stakeholders. 

1. Stakeholder Collaboration: 
We have closely collaborated with the Department of Primary Industry and Regional 
Development (DPIRD) throughout the newly introduced reporting process. 

2. Project Milestones: 
Wild dog control measures were successfully coordinated on UCL and private land where 
permits allowed. Additionally, we completed fox control programs in the Cheadanup and 
Longcreek Reserves. 

3. Rabbit Management: 
Despite limited availability of the rabbit hemorrhagic disease virus, we managed to obtain some 
vials for a project in Krystal Park Estate, Hopetoun, to bring rabbit numbers down to a 
manageable level and empower landholders to take further control on their properties. We 
remain committed to a coordinated approach to manage this pest effectively. 

4. Declared Weed Projects: 
Our environmental efforts included controlling Bridal Creeper at the Hopetoun foreshore. While 
eradication will require years of sustained work due to the weed’s corn viability and previous 
seed dispersal, we have made significant progress. Additionally, we collaborated with Main 
Roads to treat this invasive weed along the Ravensthorpe Hopetoun Road. 

5. Apple of Sodom Management: 
We rechecked previously treated Apple of Sodom sites, managed new growth, and encouraged 
community members to report sightings to help coordinate control efforts. Further 
collaboration with Water Corporation is required for plants located on their land. We also 
continued managing the Drooping Tree Pear in the Oldfield River system, leveraging the 
biological control insect Dactylopius ceylonicus, along with manual removal and spraying, which 
has benefited the river system. 

MESSAGE FROM 
THE CHAIR 
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6. Cactus Control: 
Control efforts continued for Drooping Tree Pear, and we secured additional funding through a 
State Natural Resource Management Grant to support ongoing efforts in the Oldfield River 
System. 

7. Monitoring Animal Movements: 
Supported by The Sheep and Goat Industry Fund, we established a baseline of animal 
movement, focusing on potential corridors for wild dogs and emus entering agricultural land. 
This monitoring, which began prior to the completion of the Esperance Extension of the State 
Barrier Fence, will continue through 2025 to gather valuable post-construction data. 

My heartfelt appreciation goes to the SBG Management Committee for their dedication, to our 
Executive Officer for their exceptional management of daily operations, and to all landholders for their 
commitment to managing declared pests on their properties. Together, we can achieve lasting results. 

Sincerely, 
G. Walker 
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Wild dogs – numbers through uptake of dried 
meat baits will not be reflected in the table 
below, as it is very rare to locate an animal 
following this event. 
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Foxes – The integrated control program at Longcreek and Cheadanup Reserves was conducted during 
November and December 2023 as well as April and May 2024, overseen by Licensed Pest Management 
Technician Gavern House from Alpha Pest Management Solutions. Prior to commencing the baiting program, 
the condition of 1080 baiting signs at all entry points was assessed and replaced as necessary. Additionally, 
supplementary signage was installed at track road entrances to the reserves to provide additional public 
information. A total of 190 baits were deployed across both projects during this period. 

We also had a very successful Red Card Fox Shoot in March in collaboration with the Hopetoun Clay Target 
Club. The tally added up to 124 foxes, 11 feral cats and 62 rabbits. 

 

Rabbits – It is important to highlight the challenges faced in rabbit control activities during a portion of the 
2023 – 2024 financial year. One of the significant obstacles encountered was a severe delay caused by the 
unavailability of the RDH virus, which is essential for effective rabbit control in areas where 1080 baits cannot 
be utilised However, despite these challenges, our dedicated pest technician was able to secure 10 vials 
during the endo of the previous financial year which we were able to utilize early in the current fincanicla 
year for rabbit control work. To ensure efficient allocation of limited resources, priority was given to Krystal 
Park, an area identified as requiring urgent control measures. The project primarily focused on releasing the 
virus on the shire verges within the Krystal Park vicinity, aiming to mitigate the impact of rabbit populations 
in the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

Control Program and Release Areas 

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS 
Formatted: Left
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Control Program and 
Release Areas Location  

Street Name  Treated Council Verge Both 
Sides  

Krystal Park  Cambewarra Dr  Yes  
Krystal Park  Banksia Rd  Yes  
Krystal Park  Willow Lane  Yes  
Krystal Park  Boronia St  Yes  
Krystal Park  Rosea Wy  Yes  
Hopetoun  Esplanade  Yes  
Hopetoun  Scott St  Yes  
Hopetoun  Dawn St  Yes  
Hopetoun  Chambers St  Yes  
Hopetoun  CWA hall  Grounds around Building  
Hopetoun  Sports Oval  Remnant Vegetation Area  
Hopetoun  Price St  Yes  

 

RHDV Release Areas 

Hopetoun Townsite RHDV Release Transect 

 

 

 

 

Krystal Park 
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During the survey in Hopetoun townsite before the release of the RHD virus, it was observed 
that activity and density across the townsite and foreshore areas remained light to medium 
throughout the entire control area. No active warrens were detected during the release. In 
contrast, at Krystal Park, the survey results indicated a high-density rabbit activity on private 
properties and council verges.  

 

Apple of Sodom  

In the ongoing efforts to manage and control invasive plant species within Ravensthorpe Shire, 
a total of 46 plants were targeted for treatment during the reporting period. These invasive 
plants varied in size, ranging from 0.25 meters to 2 meters in height. Notably, this represents a 
reduction in the size of plants treated compared to previous years, indicating a proactive 
approach to managing these invasive species at an early stage. 

The control measures employed primarily involved the application of chemical herbicides. This 
approach was selected for its efficiency and effectiveness in eradicating or suppressing the 
targeted invasive plants. Manual removal was also utilized in specific instances. 

Coordinated control and assistance to landholders will be ongoing until the viability of the seed 
bank is exhausted. Important reasons for eradication this plant from the shire are the berries 
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are toxic to humans and animals, dense patched crowd out native and pasture species, can 
restrict stock and vehicle movement and provides a harbor for rabbits and foxes. 

 

Bridal Creeper -  

 

Bridal creeper forms dense mats of underground tubers that hinder the root growth of other 
plants and often prevent seedlings from establishing. This invasive species threatens the 
survival of rare native plants, pushing them towards extinction. Birds are attracted to the 
berries and spread the seeds within a 100-meter range from the source plant through their 
droppings. Seed dispersal by birds has facilitated the weed’s spread along roadsides and into 
patches of native vegetation further afield. Rabbits and foxes also consume the berries, further 
aiding in seed dispersal. Controlling the plant early in its growth cycle is essential to prevent 
stems from climbing, flowering, and setting seed. 

 

Bridal creeper has several features that make it difficult to control. Its underground tuber 
reserves create a buffer against adverse seasons, and the extensive tuber network complicates 
manual removal. 

 

This year, contractor activity included the release of rust disease at multiple sites across the 
shire. Due to the extensive tuber reserves, it will take many years for this biocontrol agent to 
significantly reduce bridal creeper density. In areas where rust disease was not introduced, 



SBG - Annual Report 2023/2024 
 

11 | P a g e  
 

herbicide treatment was applied. During these control efforts, other weeds, such as Polygala 
and Polygama, were identified and treated in a timely manner. 

 

 

 

                              

                                   

 

 

 

 

  

   Before treatment 2023 Control                                           After herbicide treatment 2024 

 

 

Cactus - The cacti treatment for SBG (April/May 2024) project, led by M. Cronin, aimed to control cacti 
infestation in the Ravensthorpe Shire. The cacti population has noticeably decreased despite the challenges 
faced for surveying; the community was also asked to identify locations of plants which resulted in treatment 
of newly identified plants within the Shire. The cacti found were generally smaller in size, while a substantial 
number of new seedlings were identified. Bridal Creeper found during the project was also addressed. 
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Funding sourced in addition to the Declared Pest Rate 

Cactus Control (State NRM Funded):  

We successfully secured a large State NRM grant for a three-year initiative aimed at eradicating 
cacti within the Oldfield River system. 

 

 

State Barrier Fence species movement monitoring – Funded by the Sheep and Goat Industry Fund, 
this project aims to establish baseline data on animal movement before the State Barrier Fence 
construction. Regular SD card and battery replacements, along with data collection, are ongoing. 

Following a successful extension grant, the project will continue through 2025, monitoring 
three gaps in the Esperance Extension of the State Barrier Fence across the Oldfield, Young, and 
Lort rivers. 

Data collected is being used to develop control charts for key species, such as wild dogs, and to 
track ecosystem changes post-construction. 
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Sample of images from remote sensor cameras 

                                 

      

     

 

Graph of species from commencement of project to June 2024 
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Biosecurity Event 

The Southern Biosecurity Group proudly displayed its innovative training trailer—funded by a 
grant from Australian Wool Innovation—for the second year at the Ravensthorpe Wildflower 
Show. Positioned near the entrance, the trailer has become a key attraction, drawing substantial 
community interest with its captivating taxidermy display of two wild dogs. The multifunctional 
setup allowed us to present our media production, A Biosecurity Update, along with an 
informative PowerPoint on invasive weeds. 

In addition to these visual presentations, we distributed materials on various pests, including wild 
dogs, foxes, rabbits, and feral cats, as well as our annual newsletter. This event provided an 
excellent opportunity to showcase our ongoing community initiatives and facilitate meaningful 
engagement, sparking conversations and addressing questions from landholders and community 
members 
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The SBG Management Committee would like to thank Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative Network 
(RAIN), Executive Officer, Finance Officer (Esperance BAS & Books) for having been engaged to 
undertake bookkeeping management. We extend our appreciation to other stakeholders for their 
ongoing collaboration with the SBG as we all work together to achieve positive results. 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee members for the 2023-
2024 financial year comprised of 
volunteer community members: 

 Gemma Walker 
 Reece Laycock 
 Ross Gibson 

 

Stakeholders:  

 Biosecurity Council of WA 
  Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 

and Attractions  
  Department of Primary Industries and 

Regional Development  
  Industry Funding Scheme (Sheep and 

Goat) Committee 
  Local communities within the Shire of 

Ravensthorpe 
  Main Roads Western Australia  
  Other Recognised Biosecurity Groups 
  Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative 

Network 
  Shire of Ravensthorpe  
  South Coast NRM 
  State Natural Resource Management  
  Water Corporation Western Australia  

 

 

Contractors 

 Licensed Pest Management 
Technicians 
Gavern House 
 

 Licensed Weed Technician 
Mark Cronin 
 

 Executive Officer 
Michelle Grobler 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 
CONTRACTORS, AND STAKEHOLDERS 
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During the 2023-2024 financial year, SBG consistently kept the community updated on current projects 
and biosecurity matters through regular publications in the local newspaper. These updates provided 
timely information on various projects and milestones, ensuring the community stayed informed on 
SBG’s ongoing work. This open communication promotes transparency and encourages residents to 
engage with and support SBG’s efforts in the region. 

In March 2024, SBG organized a successful Red Card fox shoot within the Shire of Ravensthorpe, 
attracting eight registered teams. Following an action-packed night, participants gathered for 
breakfast—supported by SNRM—to celebrate their impressive results. The SBG Executive Officer 
extended gratitude to all teams, acknowledging their dedication and the positive impact their 
participation has on biosecurity and the protection of local wildlife. 

SBG’s Annual Newsletter, which included the Annual Survey, was mailed to all Shire landholders. This 
survey invites community input on species control priorities to inform the upcoming Operational Plan 
and budget. Given the large number of absentee landholders in the Shire, this annual mail-out is an 
essential tool for keeping all landholders engaged and informed about SBG’s initiatives. 
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STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
The committee has determined that the association is not a reporting entity and that this 
special purpose financial report should be prepared in accordance with the accounting 
policies outlined in Note 1 to the financial statements. 
 
In the opinion of the committee the financial report: 
 

1. Presents a true and fair view of the financial position of Southern Biosecurity 
Group as at 30 June 2024 and its performance for the year ended on that date. 

 
2. At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that 

Southern Biosecurity Group will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall 
due. 

 
This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Committee and is signed for 
and on behalf of the Committee by: 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
CHAIRPERSON 
Name: Gemma Walker 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
TREASURER 
Name:  
 
Dated: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



2024
Assets
   Current Assets
      Westpac Main #1411 10,020 
      Westpac Reserve #1438 221,235 
   Total Current Assets 231,255 
Total Assets 231,255 

Liabilities 
   Current liabilities:
      Accounts Payable 5,434 
      ATO Clearing Account 8,272 
      GST Liabilities Payable (494)
   Total current liabilities 13,212 
Total Liabilities 13,212 

Net Assets 218,043 

Equity
      Net Income 5,965 
      Retained Earnings 212,078 
   Total Equity 218,043 

Southern Biosecurity Group

Balance Sheet
As of June 30, 2024

ABN 65 484 162 896



2024
Income
   Declared Pest Rate Funding 190,351
   Cactus Eradication Funding 21,513
   Wild Dog Action Plan Funding 12,500
   Interest income 2,543
Total Income 226,907 

Expenses
   Advertising & Promotion 433
   Audit fees 3,000
   Bookkeeping 2,704
   Contract Executive Officer 117,210
   Insurance 3,031
   Newsletter Expenses 8,372
   Project Expenses 85,708
   Registration and insurance 46
   Subscriptions & Memberships 435
   BAS Roundoff Gain or Loss 2
Total Expenses 220,942 

Operating Surplus (Deficit) 5,965 

Unspent DPA funds - 

Southern Biosecurity Group

Income Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2024

ABN 65 484 162 896



SOUTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP
ABN 65 484 162 896

For the year ended 30 June 2024

Retained Profits Total
Opening Balance 1/07/2023 212,078 212,078

Net result for the year 5,965 5,965

Closing balance 30/06/2024 218,043 218,043

Statement of Changes in Equity



SOUTHERN BIOSECURITY GROUP
ABN 65 484 162 896

For the year ended 30 June 2024
2024

Cash Flow From Operating Activities

Receipts from customers 224,364            

Payments to suppliers and employees (207,970)          

Interest received 2,543                

Net cash provided by (used in) operating activities 18,937              

Cash Flow From Investing Activities
Equipment purchased during the year -                        

-                        

Cash Flow From Financing Activities -                   

Net increase (decrease) in cash held 18,937              
Cash at the beginning of the year 212,318            
Cash at the end of the year 231,255            

Statement of Cash Flows
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2024 

 
 
NOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared in order to satisfy the financial 
reporting requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 2015 (WA). The committee has 
determined that the association is not a reporting entity. The Association is a not-for-profit entity. 
 
The financial report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Associations 
Incorporation Act (WA) and the following Australian Accounting Standards: 
 

AASB 112 Income Taxes 
AASB 110 Events after the Balance Sheet Date 

 
No other applicable Accounting Standards, Australian Accounting Interpretations or other 
authoritative pronouncements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board have been applied. 
 
The financial report has been prepared on an accrual basis. 
 
The following material accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous period unless 
otherwise stated, have been adopted in the preparation of this financial report. 
 
a) Income Tax 
 
 The Association is a non-profit organisation and thus exempted from income tax liability by 

virtue of section 23(3) of the Income Tax Assessment Act.  
 
 
b) Goods & Services Tax (GST) 
 

Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the 
amount of GST incurred is not recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office.  In these 
circumstances, the GST is recognised as part of the cost of acquisition of the asset or as part 
of an item of the expense.  Receivables and payables in the balance sheet are shown 
inclusive of GST. 
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