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OFFICIAL 

 

The Declared Pest Rate and Recognised 
Biosecurity Groups 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 (BAM Act) the State can 
raise a Declared Pest Rate (DPR) to support landholders fulfil their legal obligations under 
the BAM Act to control declared pests on their own land. 

Landholder support is provided through Recognised Biosecurity Groups (RBG). 

Declared Pest Rate 

What is a DPR and how does it relate to an RBG?   

Under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 (BAM Act) the State can 
raise a Declared Pest Rate (DPR) from landholders in specific areas, and matches the 
funds raised from the rate dollar-for-dollar.  

The combined funds are made available to Recognised Biosecurity Groups (RBG), who 
provide support to landholders to manage widespread and established declared pests. 
Under the BAM Act landholders are responsible for controlling declared pests on their own 
land. 

RBGs conduct pest management awareness initiatives and education as well as 
coordinate and undertake pest management activities across land tenures. 

Public funds provided to RBGs must be spent on activities detailed in each RBG’s annual 
Operational Plan, which is developed in consultation with the RBG’s local community. 

RBGs must produce an annual report which details what the DPR and the State’s 
matching funding were spent on in an operational year. These will be publicly available on 
our new website from 30 April 2025: dpird.wa.gov.au/recognised-biosecurity-groups .  

What is a declared pest? 

A declared pest is an animal or plant species that causes unwanted impacts on people, 
the economy or environment, and has therefore been declared under the Biosecurity and 
Agriculture Management Act 2007. 

Declared pests are either not allowed into WA, or if they have become widespread and 
established, are subject to control or keeping requirements to minimise impact and spread, 
as it is often not possible to eradicate these pests. 

This is why landholders and managers must be involved in the ongoing control of these 
pests on their property, in order to reduce their negative impacts on the landscape. 
Examples include narrow leaf cotton bush, Paterson’s curse, blackberry, cape tulip, bridal 
creeper, some cactus species, wild rabbits, feral pigs, foxes and wild dogs. 

The presence and impact of these pests will vary across the State. 
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How long has the DPR existed? 

The State has been collecting a DPR in WA’s pastoral regions since 2014. Prior to that, it 
was collected as the Agriculture Pest Rate under the Agriculture and Related Resources 
Protection Act 1976. 

The DPR and RBG model has since been extended to the agricultural and south west 
regions of the State.  

Does everyone in Western Australia have to pay a DPR? 

No. The DPR is raised in prescribed areas, typically defined along local government 
boundaries. 

The properties that are rated in each of these prescribed areas varies across the State. 

The DPR is only raised in areas where there is an RBG. 

How do I change my address? 

Please call RevenueWA on (08) 9262 1199 or for country callers on 1300 368 364. 

 

Recognised Biosecurity Groups 

What is an RBG? 

Recognised Biosecurity Groups (RBGs) are community-based independent associations 
that are recognised by the Minister for Agriculture and Food under section 169 of 
the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 (BAM Act).  

The RBG model is based on a community led and coordinated approach, which is the 
most effective way to manage widespread and established declared pests. 

RBGs bring together and support landholders to undertake action to manage those 
declared pest animals and plants that are of greatest concern to their communities. They 
also provide opportunities for landholders to coordinate their activities with others.  

Under the BAM Act landholders are responsible for controlling declared pests on their own 
land. However, pest management can be challenging for individuals when the species is 
widespread and crosses boundaries, and is best addressed when communities, industries 
and government are working together. 

The provision of public funds to RBGs (from the DPR and matched State funds) is the 
State Government’s approach to supporting landholders to fulfil their legal obligations. 

How do I get in contact with my local RBG? 

Find contact details for your local RBG via their website, which is listed on 
dpird.wa.gov.au/recognised-biosecurity-groups (accessible from 30 April).  

What exactly does an RBG do? 

The work of each RBG will vary according to their geographical location, declared pest 
priorities, focus and strategy. In summary, they can: 
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Educate 

RBGs help landholders understand their legal obligations under the BAM Act to manage 
declared pests on their own land, and how an RBG can support them to do so. 

Support 

RBGs provide landholders with knowledge, skills and the confidence to carry out control 
activities successfully on their land. 

Coordinate 

RBGs can help landholders to coordinate their activities on a large scale to make long-
lasting impacts. 

Plan 

RBGs develop annual operational plans that detail management strategies and the budget 
needed for the year. These are based on local declared pest priorities, which are 
developed with input from landholders and their communities. A list of RBGs is also 
provided at the end of this document.  

How can I get involved with my local RBG? 

Visit our web page at dpird.wa.gov.au/recognised-biosecurity-groups (accessible from 30 
April) to find out if you have an RBG operating in your area, and contact them directly to 
learn about planned activities and opportunities to be involved. 

What are examples of what my rate could be spent on/ how do RBGs 
use these public funds? 

• Training in: 

o various methods of control 

o pest identification 

o chemical use and certification. 

• Opportunities to participate in seasonal control programs, such as community fox 
shoots, rabbit virus release and community baiting days. 

• Subsidies for bait, restricted chemical product permits and chemicals. 

• Provision of materials and equipment needed for pest management, through 
lending or hiring of equipment for landholder use. 

• On-ground activities to complement landholder efforts, such as organising or 
engaging contractors to carry out wild dog or feral pig control. 

• Displays at local and regional field days and shows. 

• Websites, social media, newsletters, brochures, annual reports. 

• Meetings, presentations, and information sessions. 

• Annual awareness reminders. 
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List of Regional Biosecurity Group websites  

Blackwood Biosecurity Inc. 

https://www.blackwoodbiosecurity.org.au  

Carnarvon Rangelands Biosecurity Association Inc. 

https://www.crba.org.au 

Central Wheatbelt Biosecurity Association Inc. 

http://www.cwba.org.au 

Eastern Wheatbelt Biosecurity Group 

http://www.ewbg.com.au/ 

Esperance Biosecurity Association  

https://www.eba.org.au/ 

Goldfields-Nullabor Rangelands Biosecurity Association 

http://www.gnrba.com.au 

Kimberley Rangelands Biosecurity Association 

https://www.krbg.com.au/ 

Leschenault Biosecurity Group Inc. 

https://lbginc.org.au/ 

Meekatharra Rangelands Biosecurity Association Inc. 

http://www.mrba.asn.au 

Midlands Biosecurity Group 

http://www.mbg.org.au 

Northern Biosecurity Group 

http://www.nbg.org.au 

Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group 

http://www.phbg.org 

Pilbara Regional Biosecurity Group 

https://www.pilbararbg.org.au/ 

Southern Biosecurity Group 

https://southernbiosecuritygroup.org.au/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blackwoodbiosecurity.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088016665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=omEXaqTnom1Qf%2BCiMQpGfrdCj8JXwYz5TeOWTubyBu0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crba.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088039866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PdZuJTaoE0SJ25JLWWbkyn0qmR9Lz1lHIhdulPvqpcI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cwba.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088054193%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X1Kxrm3vDYkacBFe5tVJ1hXrFj4qD8iu5yhc0nkyZMk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ewbg.com.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eba.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088067158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J%2FxOHHarX7RMLXo0d5NLA0l9imp%2BdrYZCRsZgcVp%2BC4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.gnrba.com.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.krbg.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088082451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pc%2B6UIQAOwdQqjS9LQ6kakg%2BofJVaFknhyxn%2BS1%2FrEA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flbginc.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088095667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oDeTyI5UA8dkYN4TRdMJmzXVhyDHcX85AoQcequFwyM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mrba.asn.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088108075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F%2BVU6pBGA2vDi%2Fee2vG9Ex%2BKzzlqBKg%2BCQzibLXmIlo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mbg.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088120251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pXQZPHEd4f%2B308fLwHhgSkWgJCW4ibBRd8j07ejlpHA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbg.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088132446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3r0DQt6RfPM1SqHt0MyLcdKdzBr5XH90G0CKt2hMleo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.phbg.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088144699%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aLUDiqFZNt%2FTl%2F5KRUeABBN3%2BcjSe8i5iwVLB5kqYkE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pilbararbg.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088156674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p3bXdYrCxvBm1RPdLPPKJGIkYPFUEi6K0JdF3phkhTA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsouthernbiosecuritygroup.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBen.Jones%40dpird.wa.gov.au%7C00ff58d439814c10e58308dd7d6bca14%7C7b5e7ee62d234b9aabaaa0beeed2548e%7C0%7C0%7C638804624088168805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eZlEEySdmTew%2FMLa1KGIYf2beKnvatvCEbSH5wNZmEU%3D&reserved=0
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Important Disclaimer  

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
and the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or 
otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it.  

Copyright © State of Western Australia (Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development), 2025. 

 


